
Week 52: Dec. 29 (Dec. 22—Dec. 31) 
• We continue with the prophet Zechariah; the time is a bit more than 

500 years before the birth of Jesus; after the Exile.  
• Prophecy of what the future will bring: “Jerusalem will be a city 

without walls because of the great number of people and animals in it.” 
• The word of the Lord: “I am coming and I will live among you” – words 

reinforced in the NT in Revelation 
• Who is Zechariah talking about with his reference to “Satan”? The devil 

as we think of him?  
• Who are the two who are “anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth”? 
• Powerful imagery of the basket of iniquity and wickedness 
• The guilt of the Israelites: “They made their hearts adamant in order 

not to hear the law and the words that the LORD of hosts had sent by his 
spirit through the former prophets. Therefore, great wrath came from 
the LORD of hosts.  Just as, when I called, they would not hear, so, when 
they called, I would not hear, says the LORD of hosts, and I scattered 
them with a whirlwind among all the nations that they had not known.” 

• Hope is what the Lord gives to the Israelites: “For thus says the LORD of 
hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when your 
ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the LORD of 
hosts, so again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem 
and to the house of Judah; do not be afraid.” 

• “These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another, 
render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false 
oath; for all these are things that I hate, says the LORD.” 

• A prophecy that looks ahead to Jesus on Palm Sunday? “Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king 
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

• Who is the faithless shepherd, with the staffs Favor and Union, who is 
paid 30 pieces of silver?  

• “They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn 
for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as 
one grieves for a firstborn son.” 

• We last turn to Malachi, the final book in the OT.  
• “If I am a father, where is the honor due me? If I am a master, where is 

the respect due me?” 
• God condemns the priests for their unfaithfulness 
• God will send his messenger who will be “like a refiner’s fire” 
• God accuses the priests of robbing him for not bringing “the full tithe 

and offering”: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house. Test me in this and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there 
will not be room enough to store it.” 

• In Revelation, who is the beast with 10 horns and 7 heads?   
• “People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the 

beast.” 



• We turn to words that have taken on great mythological power: “This 
calls for wisdom. Let the person who has insight calculate the number 
of the beast, for it is the number of a man. That number is 666.” But a 
footnote tells us the number could also be 616. Reminder: footnotes 
matter!  

• “Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal 
gospel to proclaims to those who live on the earth – to every nation, 
tribe, language and people.” God’s word is for ALL. 

• “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great which made all the nations drink 
the maddening wine of her adulteries.” A veiled reference to imperial 
Rome. 

• And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the 
dead who from now on die in the Lord.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they 
will rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them.” 

• The great and the bloody harvests 
• Then, the 7 angels with 7 plagues, along with 7 golden bowls “filled 

with the wrath of God” – why?  
• Where/What is “Armageddon”? It is a plain in the northern part of Israel 

where many battles had been fought over the centuries.  
• Next image is the “woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered 

with blasphemous names and had 7 heads and 10 horns”. On her 
forehead: “Babylon the Great the Mother of Prostitutes and of the 
Abominations of the Earth.”… “The woman you saw is the great city 
that rules over the kings of the earth.”  

• And again: “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!” 
• We then see the “King of Kings and Lord of Lords… Coming out of his 

mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.” This is 
very important: this is a metaphor for the Word of the Lord. Jesus will 
not defeat by violence those who oppose him; rather, he will defeat 
them with the Word of God.  

• Okay, now we are really confused: why is the dragon bound for a 
thousand years, and why, “after that, he must be set free for a short 
time”? 

• “The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up 
the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to 
that they had done.” 

• And finally: “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth… I saw the Holy 
City, the new Jerusalem, coming down from heaven from God…And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne say, ‘Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
people and God himself will be with them’… He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

• “I am making everything new!” 
• “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 

To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of 
life.” 



• “I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty 
and the Lamb.  And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, 
for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations 
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory 
into it.” 

• “Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 
People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.” 

• “Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. 
Amen.” 

• Proverbs 31:8 – “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, 
for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend 
the rights of the poor and the needy.” 

• The book of Proverbs ends with 31:10-31, a lovely tribute to a “wife of 
noble character” – “Charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting; but a 
woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.” 
 
YOU HAVE READ THE ENTIRE BIBLE! AMEN! 

 
Psalm 150: 
Praise the LORD! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
    praise him in his mighty firmament!  
Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
    praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
Praise him with trumpet sound; 
    praise him with lute and harp! 
 Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
    praise him with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with clanging cymbals; 
    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
 Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD! 

 
  



 
 
 
 


