
Week 47: Nov. 24 (Nov. 17—Nov. 23) 
• We continue with the prophet Ezekiel, who has been called by God to 

“prophesy against the land of Israel”. 
• He continues his oracles of warning to various nations and peoples 
• “I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, 

and bring you into your own land.  I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your 
idols I will cleanse you.  A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I 
will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh.  I will put my spirit within you, and make 
you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances.  Then 
you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be 
my people, and I will be your God.” 

• We turn in chapter 37 to the famous story of the Valley of the Dry 
Bones: “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, 
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 
LORD.” 

• What are we to make of the story of Gog, of the land of Magog?  
• We read, in great detail, about the reconstruction of the Temple, 

where God will once again dwell with God’s people.  
• The NT leads us to the letter from James. James was the leader of the 

Christian community in Jerusalem and Jesus’ brother, but scholars 
debate whether the letter came from his hand or someone else.  

• “Testing of your faith produces perseverance” 
• “The rich should take pride in their humiliation – since they will pass 

away like a wild flower.” 
• Good advice: “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 

slow to become angry.” 
• “But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 

themselves.” 
• “If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but 

deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless.  
• These verses have caused a great debate on the idea of “works 

righteousness”: “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you 
have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you?  If a brother or 
sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their 
bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead.” 

• He uses Abraham as an example: “You see that his faith and his action 
were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he 
did.” 

• The tongue gets us in trouble: “So also the tongue is a small member, 
yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a 
small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our 



members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire 
the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell.  For every species of 
beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue—a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison.” 

• “Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that 
your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom.” 

• “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 
partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace 
for those who make peace.” 

• “Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do 
they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? You want 
something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet 

something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 
You do not have, because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your 
pleasures.” 

• Simple: “Come near to God and he will come near to you.” 
• “Be patient, and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near” – how 

did he know, when Jesus said he would come “like a thief in the night”? 
• “Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that 

is coming on you. Your wealth has rotted and moths have eaten your 
clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded.” 

• Next, we turn to two letters attributed to Peter. We do not know who 
wrote the letters, but it was almost certainly not Peter.  

• God “has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil, or trade.” 

• “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do.” 
• “Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, 

envy, and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if indeed you have 
tasted that the Lord is good.” 

• What does this mean, that we are called to be a “royal priesthood”: 

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 

• Proverbs 28:3 – “A ruler who oppresses the poor is like a driving rain 
that leaves no crops.” 

 
 
 


