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A Rationale for Palm Sunday  Matthew 21:9 
Rev. Jonathan Staples, Guest Preacher 
First Shiloh Baptist Church 
 
This is the beginning of His last week on earth. Packed into six days, before Jesus arises 
from the dead, the greatest spiritual events that ever took place will happen. During this 
time, Jesus will institute the Lord's Supper that teaches His blood atonement, His death 
upon Calvary, and His second coming in the clouds of Glory.  
 
During the next few days we will see Him under an old olive tree, perhaps lying 
prostrate. In the moonlight of the night before His death upon the cross, you will hear 
Him say, "my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me." The travail of His soul 
will cause great drops of blood to ooze from every pore of His forehead.  
 
During this week, a man will dip a piece of bread with Him in the dish, and betray Him 
for thirty pieces of silver. During this week you will see the greatest farce of justice that 
the world has ever known. You will see Jesus undergo two trials--a religious trial and a 
civil trial, both of which will go down in the annals of history as the greatest injustice 
ever perpetrated.  
 
In the six days that follow His triumphant entry that you will see them take Him and 
number Him with two thieves. And with a heavy cross they will take Him to Calvary. On 
that barren, skull shaped hill they will lift Him up between heaven and earth, robed in 
blood, and crowned with thorns. It is during this next week the most important thing will 
happen. The stone will be rolled away, and He will orderly lay His grave clothes on the 
place where he lay and triumphantly walk out of that tomb, demonstrating His victory 
over death, hell, and the grave. This triumphant entry of Jesus Christ is the beginning of 
the greatest week of history. We ask ourselves again today, "What’s so special about 
Palm Sunday?" What does it all mean? Well, I believe that there are five pertinent 
purposes we ought to consider. 
 
I. THE CORONATION OF THE KING 
 
Five hundred years before Jesus was born of a virgin, the prophet Zechariah took up his 
prophetic pen and wrote that when the Messiah would come He would ride into the 
midst of the city on the back of a lowly donkey to receive the acclaim of thousands of 
people.  
 
Zechariah 9:9 says, "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion: shout, O daughter of 
Jerusalem: behold thy King comes unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an ass."  
 
Matthew records it like this: "And the multitudes that went before, and that followed 
cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is He that comes in the name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest." (Matt 21:9)  
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As far as Jesus' earthly ministry was concerned, this was His coronation as King. It was 
prophesied that this event would take place.  Jesus was careful to make sure that 
everything that was supposed to be fulfilled would come to pass. Of course, later, this 
same crowd who cried, Hail Him, Hail Him, would soon be crying out, Nail Him, Nail Him. 
But this event gave them a golden opportunity to proclaim Jesus of Nazareth their king. 
 
As Jesus entered the city, the crowed asked the question, "Who is this that they throw 
their clothes in the streets for Him to ride upon? Who is this that causes them to cry, 
Hosanna, Behold our king? Who is this indeed?  
 
This is the Lamb of the Old Testament. This is the Rock smitten by Moses. This is the 
brazen serpent lifted up in the wilderness. This is the Ark built by Noah. This is the Rose 
of Sharon, The Lily of the Valley, The Bright and Morning Star. This is the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. This is the great I Am. This is the King of Kings and 
the Lord of Lords. This is the Coronation of the King.  
 
II. THE CROSS OF THE KING 
 
Yes, the King will wear a crown, but this time it will not be a Royal Diadem, but a cruel 
crown of thorns.  
 
Long before Palm Sunday Jesus told His disciples, "how He must go unto Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised again the third day." (Matt. 16:21)  
 
Here is this crowd and here are these disciples, and Jesus had said to them, "I am going 
to Jerusalem, not to be made king, but to die for the sins of the world."  Yet, on this 
occasion, everyone forgot it. The multitude wanted to acclaim Him King. Not one disciple 
said, "This is not the purpose. You must die on the cross." 
 
The purpose for Jesus' going to Jerusalem was to die on the cross for the sins of the 
world. This was Jesus' message to Nicodemus that night that Nicodemus came to Jesus 
to talk with Him about eternal life. Jesus said to Nicodemus, "As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; That whosoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:14-16)  
 
Jesus emphasized the cross in John 12:32-33: "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, I 
will draw all men unto me. This he said signifying what death he should die."  
 
There is no more important teaching that ever came from the lips of Jesus than His 
substitutionary, vicarious death on the cross of Calvary. This is the absolute proof, 
beyond any shadow of doubt, that God loves us.  
 
Romans 5:8 says, "But God commends His love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
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sinners, Christ died for us."  What’s so special about Palm Sunday? It declares THE 
CROSS OF THE KING (Coronation of the King). 
III. THE COMMUNION OF THE KING 
 
Jesus entered Jerusalem triumphantly. He cleansed the temple, driving out the 
moneychangers. He gave His greatest discourses on His coming again. He prepared the 
disciples for His coming death and resurrection. In John's Gospel, He taught them the 
comforting messages on the Father's House and the coming of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Then came the Passover. As evening came they gathered in an upper room around a 
table. The disciples had prepared the Passover meal.  As they ate supper Jesus predicted 
His betrayal by Judas Iscariot. Judas, the betrayer, takes His leave, and then Jesus 
institutes The Lord's Supper.  
 
Then we read, "While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and broke it and 
gave it to His disciples, saying, "Take and eat, this is my body." Then he took the cup, 
gave thanks and offered it to them saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins." (Matt 26:26-29)  
 
He did not tell us how often to celebrate but He told us of the importance of 
remembering the true meaning of communion. We have been made a part of the new 
covenant because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ. Communion is to remind us of 
Jesus. That He is a living, glorified, and soon coming king. Yes, Palm Sunday pointed to 
the communion of the King with those who follow Him. 
 
IV. THE CONDESCENSION OF THE KING 
 
Here we see the Son of God, the Lord of Glory, riding into Jerusalem on the back of a 
borrowed donkey, thronged by the common people. We see Him coming down the side 
of the Mount of Olives weeping over a lost city.   
 
What humility is demonstrated by the Lord Jesus Christ! No gilded carriage, no prancing 
teams of beautiful horses; just a borrowed donkey! Jesus is the greatest living example 
of humility the world has ever known. 
 
No wonder Paul wrote, "And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." (Phil. 2:8)  
 
The Bible teaches that we are to follow his steps.  This surely must mean that we are to 
humble ourselves as the people of God, in service for God, in our relationship to one 
another, and in every respect. Jesus taught this when he said that the one who would be 
greatest among us must be the servant of all.  
 
Jesus taught us that the way up is down, that the way to gain is to lose, and that the 
way to live is to die. It is when we humbly serve that we are following the pattern of our 
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Lord.  
 
The Bible teaches us to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God that He might 
exalt us in due time. God resists the proud, but He gives grace to the humble. We are 
warned in scripture again and again about the peril of pride. Pride is the first of the 
seven deadly sins, and is the source of the other six. When we see the condescension of 
our Lord, we say "Hallelujah, What A Savior." 
 
V. THE CONQUEST OF THE KING 
 
In Matthew 16:21 Jesus made it abundantly clear that not only would He die upon a 
cross but He would triumph over the tomb.  
 
I stood there in that beautiful garden in Jerusalem and I’m glad to report this morning 
that the tomb is still empty. Jesus promised He would be raised from the dead, and He 
was, thank God. This is the foundation of our belief in Christ. His resurrection proved 
that He would not only die on the cross, but that He lives forevermore. Without the 
resurrection Christianity would be like any other world religion. It is the resurrection of 
Christ that makes Christianity different. Only Christians can say our founder is not in a 
tomb somewhere, but He lives forevermore!  
 
Buddha is dead and buried. Mohammed is dead and buried. But Jesus was buried and on 
the third day He rose again from the dead victoriously over death, hell and the grave. 
This was the conquest of Christ as He rode into the city of Jerusalem that day. Yes, He 
knew there would be a Calvary, but He also knew there would be an Easter.  
 
When He died on the cross, hell had a holiday. When He said, "It Is Finished," demons 
celebrated. But when He rose from the dead horror must have filled their hearts. It 
meant that they were forever defeated and their doom in hell was sealed forever. Jesus 
is Master of the masters. Jesus, is the Hero of Heroes. Jesus, is the Warrior of warriors. 
Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of Lords. And His resurrection guarantees our 
resurrection.  
 
Paul declares in I Corinthians 15:50-54, "I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--In a flash, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For perishable must clothe itself with 
the imperishable and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed 
with the imperishable and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written 
will come true: Death has been swallowed up in victory."  Because Jesus lives, we will 
live with Him.  Palm Sunday is about the conquest of the king. 
 

I must confess this text gave me mental fits when I first approached it.  I attempted to 
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do my syntactical work and the word kurios appeared twice in the text. Jesus tells his 
disciples in the Lucan account, "tell the owner (kurioi) of the colt that the Lord (Kurios) 
has need of it.  Why does kurios appear in the text twice?  Then I finally got.  The 
Staples' translation of the text is this.  "Go tell the owner of the colt, that the owner of 
the owner of the colt has need of it."  Palm Sunday reminds us that we are in 
communion with the King.  We are in relationship with Him.  Jesus is our owner!  Ride 
on King Jesus!  Ride on conquering King. No one can hinder thee! 
 


