
Week 50: Dec. 15 (Dec. 8—Dec. 14) 
• We continue with Hosea in the OT: “Sow righteousness for yourselves, 

reap the fruit of unfailing love.” 
• Very simple: “You shall acknowledge no God but me, no Savior except 

me.” 
• Move on to the next prophet, Joel. The focus here is on locusts!  
• Refers to the “day of the Lord” as a day of “darkness and gloom, a day 

of clouds and blackness”. What is Joel talking about? Locusts!  
• Is this punishment from the Lord? Apparently so: “Even now,” declares 

the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping 
and mourning. Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the 
Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate…” 

• “Afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young 
men will see visions.” 

• Reverses words of peace: “Beat your plowshares into swords and your 
pruning hooks into spears.” 

• Next prophet is Amos, “one of the shepherds of Tekoa”. A reminder 
that God chooses from among the people when God chooses a prophet. 

• Powerful words from God: “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; 
your assemblies are a stench to me…” 

• “But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream.” 

• “Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of 
the land.”   

• “The days are coming…when I will send a famine through the land – … a 
famine of hearing the words of the Lord. People will stagger from sea to 
sea and wander from north to east, searching for the word of the Lord, 
but they will not find it.” 

• Move on to yet another prophet – Obadiah, who is thought to have 
prophesied around 580 BCE, as the Babylonian invasion was just 
beginning.  

• “Your deeds will return upon your own head.” 
• And then we turn to Jonah, who is called to prophesy to the city of 

Nineveh; Jonah refuses and runs away from God. Ends up on the belly of 
a “fish”. 

• He finally goes to Nineveh, where the people listen and immediately 
repent. Jonah was not happy: “This seemed very wrong”. So Jonah 
pouted and sulked.  

• In the NT, we turn to Jude. He is referred to as “a servant of Jesus 
Christ and a brother of James.” He was probably one of Jesus’ real 
brothers.  

• Jude writes of angels “kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains 
for judgment on the great Day…. They serve as an example of those who 
suffer the punishment of eternal fire.” What does this mean?  

• When did the “archangel Michael dispute with the devil about the body 
of Moses”?  



• We begin the Book of Revelation (not with an “s”). The full title of the 
book is: “The Revelation to John”  

• The author most likely did not write the Gospel of John, or any of the 
three letters from John.  

• The word “Apocalypse” means, “revelation”.  
• Where is the island of Patmos? Why was he there?  
• “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and 

blessed are those who hear and who keep what is written in it; for the 
time is near.” 

• Begins with words to the “seven churches in the province of Asia”: 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and 
Laodicea. 

• Strong words from God: “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold 
nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other. So, because you are 
lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I am about to spit you out of my 
mouth.” 

• “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
• Scene of the heavenly throne, with 24 thrones around the main throne. 
• Only the “Lion of Judah” is worthy and able to open the scroll and its 

seven seals.” 
• The image of the Lamb 
• Psalm 127:1 – “Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in 

vain.” 
• Psalm 133:1 – “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live 

together in unity.” 


