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10:30 aM in the Sanctuary

the reverend dr. thoMaS h. yorty
PaStor





                                       Worship in the Sanctuary - 10:30 AM

Welcome to this Place of Christian Worship
 Do not wait for someone else to begin worship. Pray silently for yourself, for those about you, for the poor 
 and the oppressed, for those unable to be present, for those who will shortly lead our common worship. 
 Latecomers may enter the Sanctuary during the singing of the first hymn or during the Response to the 
 Assurance. Ushers are available for assistance. Please turn off all cell phones.

Opening Voluntary         
 Andante tranquillo from Sonata No. 3                                                                          Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
         
 
 It is the tradition of this congregation to remain silent during the Opening Voluntary 
 
 as we collectively prepare for worship.

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                                        Mark Aquino

Order of Worship

Chiming of the Trinity

 The sounding of the chimes, invoking Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit, is an invitation to prepare for worship   
 through a time of silent reflection. Please be respectful of those who are praying. 

Introit
 Lift Thine Eyes, from Elijah                                                                                           Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
 
 Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains, whence cometh help;
 Thy help cometh from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth; 
 He hath said, thy foot shall not be moved. Thy Keeper will never slumber. 

     
  
Call to Worship                 Debbie Katz 
                            

  The people stand and remain standing for the hymn that follows.

  Praise to God our Creator, source of our being and wellspring of life. 
   Praise to God our liberator, who sets us free and gives us hope. 
   Praise to God the Word, love made flesh to dwell among us. 
   Praise to Jesus the Christ, who feeds the hungry and shows us the Way. 
   Praise to God the Spirit, fiery light and rushing wind. 
   Praise to the Holy Spirit, who inspires, challenges, comforts, and sustains. 
   Come let us worship the Earth-maker, the Pain-bearer, and the Life-giver.
   Let us hear the great commission! Let us worship God!

Hymn in Procession, No. 482    
 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty                                                                                                          lobe den herren

 Call to Confession                     David Carstensen
 

 If we are honest with ourselves, we must admit that we all make mistakes. 
 There are things we do – and there are things we neglect to do-
 That separate us from God, from one another, from ourselves. 
 So trusting in the infinite grace of God, 
 Let us confess our sins together and then in silence.
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Prayer of Confession                                                                                                                                     
 You call us to be servants of Christ 
 And stewards of your mysteries, O God. 
 Yet, we resist the basin and towel of discipleship 
 And hesitate to wash others with the waters of our baptism. 
 We shy away from the mysteries of the gospel 
 And settle for comfortable truths. 
 We know it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy, 
 Yet we are seldom worthy of the trust you place in us. 
 Bring to light the things now hidden in darkness 
 As in Christ you forgive us our sins. Amen.
  
  Time for silent prayer.

Kyrie  
 The people sing.                                                                                                                  Thomas Pavlechko (b. 1961)
 

Assurance of Pardon

 Hear the good news!
  Christ died for us,
  Christ rose for us,
  Christ reigns in power for us,
  Christ prays for us.
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
 The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Thanks be to God!

 Response
 The people  stand to sing. 

Passing the Peace of Christ  
 The peace of Christ be with you.
 And also with you.

 Please share the peace of Christ with your neighbors.
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Prayer for Illumination                              Chris LaMendola

Poem
 “Southern History”              Natasha Trethewey† (b. 1966)

 Before the war, they were happy, he said,
 quoting our textbooks. (This was senior-year
 history class.) The slaves were clothed, fed,
 and better off under a master’s care.

 I watched the words blur on the page. No one
 Raised a hand, disagreed. Not even me.

 It was late; we still had Reconstruction
 to cover before the test, and – luckily –

 three hours of watching Gone with the Wind.
 History, the teacher said, of the old South –

 A true account of how things were back then.
 On screen a slave stood big as life: big mouth,

 Bucked yes, our textbook’s grinning proof – a lie
 My teacher guarded. Silent, so did I.

Gospel Lesson
 Luke 8:26-39    

26Jesus and his disciples sailed to the Gerasenes’ land, which is across the lake from Galilee. 27As soon as Jesus got 
out of the boat, a certain man met him. The man was from the city and was possessed by demons. For a long time, 
he had lived among the tombs, naked and homeless. 28When he saw Jesus, he shrieked and fell down before him. 
Then he shouted, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 
29He said this because Jesus had already commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had 
taken possession of him, so he would be bound with leg irons and chains and placed under guard. But he would 
break his restraints, and the demon would force him into the wilderness. 30Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 
“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had entered him. 31They pleaded with him not to order them to go 
back into the abyss. 32A large herd of pigs was feeding on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go 
into the pigs. Jesus gave them permission, 33and the demons left the man and entered the pigs. The herd rushed 
down the cliff into the lake and drowned. 34When those who tended the pigs saw what happened, they ran away 
and told the story in the city and in the countryside. 35People came to see what had happened. They came to Jesus 
and found the man from whom the demons had gone. He was sitting at Jesus’ feet, fully dressed and completely 
sane. They were filled with awe. 36Those people who had actually seen what had happened told them how the 
demon-possessed man had been delivered. 37Then everyone gathered from the region of the Gerasenes asked 
Jesus to leave their area because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and returned across the 
lake. 38The man from whom the demons had gone begged to come along with Jesus as one of his disciples. Jesus 
sent him away, saying, 39“Return home and tell the story of what God has done for you.” So he went throughout 
the city proclaiming what Jesus had done for him.

Sermon
I’m Coming Home
  

Hymn
 Dear Lord and Father of Mankind                                                                                                                         rePton

 
The people stand to sing. Hymn can be found on page 11.

Invitation to the Offering                                     Debbie Izatt



Offertory Anthem
   The Deacons receive the gifts, a portion of the blessings God has given us, which we return unto God.
  

 Song of Ruth                                                                                                                  Stephen P. Schaefer†† (b. 1960)
 
 Whither thou goest, I will go.
 Whither thou dwellest, there I shall make my dwelling place.
 And thy people shall be my people; and thy God shall be my God.
 Where thou diest, will I die and there will I be buried:
 The Lord do so to me and more, if out but death part thee and me.

Presentation of the Gifts
 The people stand as the Deacons come forward and remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication. 

                               laSSt unS erfreuen

Prayer of Dedication to Commission the Maine Mission Group and Today’s Offering                                                                                     
 God, your blessings upon us never cease, your love for us is never-ending.
 We present these gifts to you this day 
 As well as our pledge of time and talent for the days to come.
 Especially we entrust into your care these young people 
 And their adult advisors who journey to Maine.
 Be with them as they work on your behalf and represent our congregation.
 Strengthen and uphold them. 
 Bless the work of their hands and hearts that they may bear much fruit.
 Deepen the gifts of your Spirit in each of them and all of us 
 As we are sent out from here today into your world.
 Use each of us, and these gifts, to announce your good news of new life
 To those struggling against the forces of doubt and despair. Amen.   

Prayers of the People Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer                                                                               Marcia Buhl

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,               
 As we forgive those who trespass against us.
 And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil;
 For thine is the kingdom and the power 
 And the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
 

Sending Hymn, No. 439
 
 In Christ There Is No East or West                                               St. Peter

                                                                                                                         The people stand to sing. 
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Benediction and Choral Response
 Steal Away                                                                                                         Spiritual, arr. Malcolm Archer (b. 1952)
 
 Steal away to Jesus. Steal away home; I ain’t got long to stay here. 
 
 My Lord, he calls me by the thunder. 
 Green trees abending poor sinner stands trembling. 
 The trumpet sounds within my soul.          
 

Closing Voluntary
 Allegro assai vivace from Sonata No.1                                                      Felix Mendelssohn

   
 Immediately following the service, please join us for Meet & Mingle Light in the Holmes Room. 
 Thank you to our host today, Ellie Seib.

 We commission our youth and their advisors who are participating in this year’s Mission Trip to Maine:
 
              Youth: Madeline Bace, Margaret Bace, Drew Dees, Kara Dees, Elodie Etulo, Sarah Hennessey, Callan Izatt, 
 Evan Izatt, John Mahoney, Alex Renzoni, Bryan Renzoni, Valerie Warszawski, Julia Warszawski              
 College students: Christian Wyse 
             Adult advisors: Mark Aquino, Micah Nutter-Dowling, Kim Forrest, Christopher LaMendola, 
 Debbie Izatt, Olivia McCarthy

Worship Leaders
 Mark Aquino, Guest Preacher
 Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries
 Jennifer Shin, Glynda Stephens Taylor Organ Scholar
 Women of the Westminster Choir

Deacons Serving Today
 Wisdom Afealete, Peter Ahrens, Stephen Johnson, Donald Etulo, Candace Marr, Johnpatrick Marr,
 Beatriz Nazario, Roberta Nickelsen, Roy Stewart, Ron Sutz

Chancel Flowers 
 The flowers at the Lord’s Table are given by Nancy Trimble in thanks for God’s blessings.

 The flowers at the Pulpit are given by Claire Schen in honor of the Westminster youth group, their Maine    
 Mission Trip, and the outgoing and incoming Christian Education leadership.

Notes on Today’s Poem
While Tom and Carol travel along the road of the Romantic poets on a Lilly National Clergy Renewal Grant we will 
read, each Sunday before the Scripture reading for the day, lines from a Romantic poet. Tom and Carol are in 
Belfast, Ireland.

†Natasha Trethewey was Poet Laureate of the United States 2012-2013; she teaches at Emory University. In “South-
ern History” she recounts her silence as a student in a high school class upon hearing a history of her people she 
knew was a lie. Today’s text raises the question of the silence and the lies a community must keep in order for op-
pression and its benefits to the privileged to prevail.

Notes on Today’s Music
††Stephen P. Schaefer, is a Westminster Church and choir member. He sang in the choir in the 1980’s and 1990’s 
(under Thomas Swan) and returned in 2016. He briefly studied composition with Westminster’s former Composer-
in-Residence, Dr. Jenece Gerber, to whom today’s piece is dedicated.

Music reprinted with permission: OneLicense.net license #A-72296
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WORSHIP AND PREACHING SCHEDULE

8:15 AM: Worship in the Holmes Chapel with the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and 10:30 AM: Worship in the Sanctuary

June 30 • Third Sunday After Pentecost 
Festal Worship with Brass for the Northeast Regional Convention 

of the American Guild of Organists
Cameron Airhart, Guest Preacher

Luke 9:51-62

• Summer Worship Begins •
One service at 10:00 AM in the Holmes Chapel

July 7 • Fourth Sunday After Pentecost  
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Westminster Senior Highs will preach

Communion Celebrant: The Reverend Beth Hennessy 
Luke 10:1-11,16-20

July 14 • Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
The Reverend Dr. Skip Ferguson, Guest Preacher

Luke 10:25-37

July 21 • Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
The Reverend Beth Hennessy

Luke 10:38-42

July 28 • Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
The Reverend Beth Hennessy 

Luke 11:1-13

DID YOU KNOW...
That it was in 1954 during Westminster’s Centennial, that fundraising began for a new sanctuary pipe organ? The 
renowned Boston organ builder, Aeolian-Skinner, was selected to build a new organ of 80 ranks (or sets) of pipes, 
retaining 5 ranks of the previous Austin organ. Aeolian-Skinner had, just three years prior, been awarded the con-
tract for our Holmes Chapel pipe organ.  The new sanctuary organ was installed in 1958.
The previous organ was from the Austin Organ Company of Hartford, Connecticut, and had been installed in 1920. 
The gallery that we know now was then opposite, with the organ positioned in the center, and the choir split on 
either side, close to the north and south walls.

The early 20th century style of organ building had fallen out of favor mid-20th century, approximately 30 years 
after the Austin organ was installed, corresponding with the same time that the original Austin organ needed 
substantial work.

Our 1958 organ is of an American Classic style, which strove to authentically play the repertoire of all periods and 
genres, and this it continues to do today. If the organ needs to speak with a particular accent, whether English, 
French, or German, it does so with great authority, currently under the acclaimed and much respected musical 
talent of Garrett Martin.

The Sanctuary and Chapel organs will be supported and sustained by the Capital Campaign which will be formally 
launched later this year.  More about the history of our sanctuary organ and the important role it plays (pun in-
tended), in leading our worship services and providing musical excellence, next week.

Stop by the DID YOU KNOW… table during Meet & Mingle this week to ask questions and learn more.



WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER
If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our 
programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome Card 
(found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff mem-
ber.  
• As a More Light church, we invite all persons of the LG-
BTQIA+ community to membership and full participation in 
all ministries of Westminster. 
• We light our Peace Candle to pray for peace—both in our 
own neighborhoods and across the world.
 • Bibles and children’s worship guides are available at the 
Sanctuary entrances.
• For the hearing impaired, wireless receivers are available 
in the Church Conference Room.
 • Childcare for children 5 years old and younger is available 
from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM in the school building (across the 
garden).
• If you need assistance at any time, please ask a Deacon.
• Please pick up your generosity envelopes, which are avail-
able on the table in the Holmes Room.

CHURCH LIFE

INQUIRER CLASS
July 28 after the Worship Service
Friends and visitors interested in learning more about 
Westminster and the ministries we support are invited to 
attend a meeting immediately following worship. We will  
share details of Westminster’s history, discuss current out-
reach and mission programs in the city and region, and an-
swer any questions. At the conclusion of the meeting, those 
who so desire will be received into the membership of the 
church. For more information, please contact Sawrie Beck-
er, 884-9437, ext. 315, sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

Westminster’s Alcohol/Other Drug Education  and  Refer-
ral service provides support to assist members and friends 
with issues and questions related to abuse of alcohol 
or other drugs.   If you or someone you love needs help, 
call for free and confidential advice. Jen Read (228.7526) 
and Elizabeth Stewart (585.217.7878), Co-Chairs; Dave 
Carstensen (884.5403), Jane Morris (571.481.839), Ellen 
Smith (882.2064), Phil Stevens (839.3357).

If you are recovering from an illness/surgery, a caregiver 
with an ill family member, or have had a new baby, West-
minster can provide a simple meal for those in need. Please 
contact Jamie Adamczyk at jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org, 
884-9437, ext. 326.

WEDI AND MISSION

WEST SIDE BAZAAR
Check out The West Side Bazaar, 25 Grant Street, for 
lunch and shopping. Sunday and Monday: Closed. Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday: 11 AM - 7 PM. Friday: 11 AM - 8 PM. 
Saturday: 10 AM - 8 PM.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Year of the Bible Class provides participants the opportu-
nity to read through the entire Bible, cover to cover, over 
the course of the year. Led by The Rev. Dr. Skip Ferguson, 
two classes are offered each week: Sunday mornings, 9:15-
10:15 AM, and Monday evenings, 7:15-8:15 PM throughout 

June in the Case Library.  The summer schedule switches to 
Monday evenings only starting on  July 8 at 7 PM and runs 
through August 26 with no class on September 2, Labor 
Day.  It’s not too late to get started, so come join the group 
of more than 50 who have already begun! 15 minutes of 
reading each day is all it takes. By the end of the year, you 
will have read through the entire Bible! More important, you 
will grow spiritually in countless ways as you deepen your 
understanding of God’s Written Word.

CASE LIBRARY SUMMER BOOK SERIES
July 14, 21, 28  • Sundays, 8:30 AM - 9:45 AM 
Climate Church, Climate World by Jim Antal
Rev. Antal’s book argues that climate change is the greatest 
moral challenge humanity has ever faced; it multiplies all 
forms of global social injustice: hunger, refugees, poverty, 
inequality, deadly viruses, and war. 
Environmental leader, Rev. Jim Antal presents a compelling 
case that it’s time for the church to meet this moral chal-
lenge, just as the church addressed previous moral chal-
lenges. He calls for the church to embrace a new vocation 
so that future generations might live in harmony with God’s 
creation. After describing how we have created the dangers 
our planet now faces, Antal urges the church to embrace a 
new vocation, one focused on collective salvation and an 
expanded understanding of the Golden Rule. He suggests 
ways people of faith can reorient what they prize through 
new approaches to worship, preaching, witnessing, and 
other spiritual practices that honor creation and cultivate 
hope. Books are $25, please join us for this important series.                 

SPIRITUAL LIFE
Spiritual Life will resume in September, Sundays, 9 – 10:15 
AM in the Heritage Room. All are welcome!
Spiritual Life creates opportunities for Westminster mem-
bers and friends to explore and reflect together upon the 
interior life of faith. Discoveries and questions come from 
topics such as deep listening, gratitude, compassion, grace, 
and grieving. Poetry and art are frequently woven into a pre-
sentation. We are always interactive and supportive, looking 
for ways to apply important spiritual concepts to our daily 
lives. As a Christian congregation, we are also open to learn-
ing about other faith traditions and practices that nurture, 
sustain, and challenge the “inward journey.” 

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

KNITTING GROUP
Our group meets on various Tuesdays, 7 PM - 9 PM through-
out the year and works on their individual projects, as well as 
prayer shawls, scarves and other handmade items for mem-
bers of the church.  contact Fran Holmes for more information 
and dates, mfranholmes@verizon.net. Beginners are welcome! 

MEET AND MINGLE
Sundays, following 10:30 AM Worship. Enjoy snacks and fel-
lowship in the Holmes Room with friends old and new! 

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES EACH SUNDAY
Can’t make it to Worship on Sunday or to a special event/
concert?  You can still connect to Westminster. Simply visit 
our website: www.wpcbuffalo.org and click on the link to 
LiveStream on our homepage. 

NEWS AND NOTES
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PLANT-BASED FOOD LOVERS UNITE!
Are you a vegan or vegetarian who would like to share an 
occasional supper with like-minded Westminster friends? A 
Foyer Dinner Group is forming just for you! For more infor-
mation, contact Mindy Airhart, Mindy.airhart@gmail.com 

HEAVENLY GROUNDS CAFE
Sundays, 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Stop by the Oak Room for a cup of coffee or tea as you 
make your way to Adult Education programs between the 
worship services, or sit and enjoy with friends after worship.

ATTENTION GARDENERS!
The Garden Group welcomes new participants. They meet 
on Tuesdays, from 10 AM - noon to work in the church gar-
dens. They dig, plant, deadhead, and perform other garden-
ing chores; and after, share lunch. Work continues through 
the fall; for more information, please contact Dot Brown.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Westminster is a vibrant faith community because of the 
time and commitment our members dedicate. We are thank-
ful for our volunteers, and encourage everyone to consider 
participating in our church life by volunteering your time 
and talent. If you are interested in the following opportu-
nities please contact Sawrie Becker, 884-9437, ext. 315, or 
email sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

Meet & Mingle Coordinator:  1 – 2 hours a month. Reach out 
to members to schedule hosts/shoppers/donors for the 
Meet & Mingle weekly fellowship hour. 

Laundry Angel: 1 - 2 hours a month. Assist with tablecloth 
maintenance around events by laundering linens and re-
turning them to the church.

WECP Coffee & Donuts: 2 hours a month. Greet WECP Par-
ents with coffee, a donut, and a smile on the second Thurs-
day or Friday of each month.

BUY A MAINE SHARE! SUPPORT THE YOUTH GROUP’S 
MISSION TRIP TO MAINE
Maine shares are sold every Sunday throughout June after 
the 8:15 AM service and 10:30 AM services. 

URGENT NEED: FUNDS FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AT 
VIVE LA CASA
Vive La Casa has been overwhelmed with a sudden and un-
expected  influx of asylum seekers. While they have already 
received sufficient clothes, personal items, their biggest 
challenge now is feeding everyone.  You may help by mak-
ing a check out to “Jericho Road Community Health Cen-
ter” and put “Vive” on the memo line and mail to: VIVE, 50 
Wyoming Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14215. You may make a credit 
card donation at Jrchc.org\donate. Jericho Road is  accept-
ing bags of rice or beans, etc., dropped off at their location.

SUMMER WORSHIP AT WESTMINSTER
One Worship Service - 10:00 AM in the air conditioned Holmes Chapel

July 7 through September 1
Join us this summer for an intimate worship service. The doors of the Chapel will be open allowing 
a wonderful view of the Kratz Garden. (Fall hours resume on Rally Day, September 8.)

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER
Sunday, June 23  

8:00 AM  Infant/Toddler Care 

8:15 AM  Worship/Communion 

8:30 AM  Maine Shares Sale 

9:00 AM  Heavenly Grounds 

9:15 AM  Year of the Bible 

10:30 AM Worship-Commissioning  

  Maine trip 

11:30 AM  Youth Committee 

  Lunch Meeting 

11:30 AM  Meet & Mingle 

Monday, June 24  

5:00 PM  CMH Board Meeting

7:15 PM  Year of the Bible 

Tuesday, June 25  

7:15 AM  Wake Up Group 

9:00 AM  Management Meeting 

10:00 AM Garden Group 

12:00 PM Garden Group Lunch 

6:00 PM  Zen Dharma 

Wednesday, June 26  

8:00 AM  WEDI Board Meeting 

12:00 PM Ministry of Generosity 

1:30 PM  Staff Meeting 

5:30 PM  Pathways To Peace 

6:00 PM  Session Meeting 

8:00 PM  AA Meeting 

Thursday, June 27  

6:00 AM  outh Group Leaves

7:15 AM  Wake Up Group 

Friday, June 28 

12:00 PM Noontime Al-Anon

5:30 PM  Centering Prayer 

Saturday, June 29  

9:00 AM  Charter School 

  Graduation 

Sunday, June 30  

8:00 AM  Infant/Toddler Care 

8:15 AM  Worship/Communion

9:00 AM  Heavenly Grounds 

9:15 AM  Year of the Bible 

10:30 AM Worship 

11:30 AM  Meet & Mingle
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AN INTERFAITH DAY AT CHAUTAUQUA • TUESDAY, AUGUST 6

The Reverend Dr. Barbara Brown Taylor
Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others

Please join us for what promises to be an exciting interfaith day at Chautauqua Institution.  Re-

nowned preacher and New York Times bestselling author, Dr. Barbara Brown Taylor will discuss 

her new book, Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others:

Learning from other traditions requires empathy, understanding, respect, and a lot of effort. It 

requires us to learn what other people believe, why they believe these things, and what aspect 

of God they address.

• Carpooling from the Westminster Parking Lot leaves promptly at 10:30 AM. You must sign up if you intend on carpooling.

• At Chautauqua, we will park in the Main Lot ($10) and purchase half day admission tickets ($15). Please bring a bag lunch 

for a picnic on the Hall of Philosophy lawn before the lecture begins at 2 PM in the Hall.

• After, we are cordially invited to UB Professor Claude Welch’s Chautauqua cottage for refreshments and socializing. 

• For carpooling, please sign up on the Information Table in the Gallery Room or contact Jamie, 884.9437, ext. 326, 

jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org
• Participating Organizations: Buffalo Unitarian Universalist Church, Congregation Havurah, Muslim Public Affairs Council, 
North Presbyterian Church, Trinity Episcopal Church, and Westminster Presbyterian Church

During Tom’s sabbatical, if you are in need of pastoral care, 
please contact The Reverend Beth Hennesssy, Pastoral Care Associate at 716-697-0919.

PASTORAL CARE

Have you ever wanted to draw or paint in an outdoor location you loved?  
Have you read about or talked to others who enjoyed the natural world by 
trying to capture its beauty with a pencil or paint brush, but you haven’t 
known how to begin?  Here’s your chance to artistically interact with nature.  

As part of our summer emphasis on reconnecting with the natural world, 
Westminster’s own artist and art historian John Montague will be offering an 
introduction to plein air drawing and painting.  
If you have ever wanted to draw or paint in the open air, don’t miss this op-
portunity to try something new. All materials will be supplied—nothing to 
bring. 

This is the second activity in Westminster’s summer emphasis on experienc-
ing, enjoying and reflecting on the natural world around us. Coming in Au-
gust and September will be other exciting activities. Stay tuned.

Contact Jamie, jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org or 716.884.9437 or sign up in 
the Gallery Room.

Reconnecting with Nature: Summer 2019 at Westminster
Plein Air Drawing Lesson

MEETUP • JUNE 29 • 9-11 AM • BUFFALO MARITIME CENTER
PLEASE NOTE: THE JUNE 22 LESSON HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED FOR JUNE 29.
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Festal Worship with Brass • June 30, 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary
The Westminster Choirs and Buffalo Brass welcome the 2019 American Guild of Organists Regional Convention 
to Buffalo.
 
Choral Evensong • June 30, 4:15 PM  at Chautauqua Institute
The Westminster Choirs sing Evensong at Chautauqua’s Hall of Christ, followed by an organ recital by Joshua 
Stafford on the Massey Memorial Organ.

Michael Hey, organ • July 2, 1 PM in the Sanctuary
From St. Patrick’s Cathedral, NYC, Michael Hey performs as one of the featured recitalists of the 2019 AGO Re-
gional Convention.

David Higgs, organ • July 4, 7 PM in the Sanctuary
Professor of Organ at the Eastman School of Music, David Higgs performs as one of the featured 
recitalists of the 2019 AGO Regional Convention.

Don’t miss the final concerts of the 2018-2019 Westminster Presents season!



Worship in the Holmes Chapel - 8:15 AM
The Gathering is an opportunity for worshippers to greet one another and to share prayer concerns. 

An offering plate has been placed on the Communion Table to receive your gifts.

Chiming of the Trinity
  The sounding of the chimes, invoking Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit, is an invitation to prepare for worship    
  through a time of silent reflection. Please be respectful of those who are praying.     

Opening Voluntary
 Andante tranquillo from Sonata No. 3                                                                          Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
                           
 It is the tradition of this congregation to remain silent during the Opening Voluntary
 as we collectively prepare for worship.

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                              Mark Aquino

Call to Worship                 Debbie Katz  
   

  The people stand and remain standing for the hymn that follows.

  Praise to God our Creator, source of our being and wellspring of life. 
   Praise to God our liberator, who sets us free and gives us hope. 
   Praise to God the Word, love made flesh to dwell among us. 
   Praise to Jesus the Christ, who feeds the hungry and shows us the Way. 
   Praise to God the Spirit, fiery light and rushing wind. 
   Praise to the Holy Spirit, who inspires, challenges, comforts, and sustains. 
   Come let us worship the Earth-maker, the Pain-bearer, and the Life-giver.
   Let us hear the great commission! Let us worship God!
 

Opening Hymn, No. 482    
 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty                                                                                                           lobe den herren
 

Prayer Of Confession                    Dave Carstensen                                                                                          
 
 You call us to be servants of Christ 
 And stewards of your mysteries, O God. 
 Yet, we resist the basin and towel of discipleship 
 And hesitate to wash others with the waters of our baptism. 
 We shy away from the mysteries of the gospel 
 And settle for comfortable truths. 
 We know it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy, 
 Yet we are seldom worthy of the trust you place in us. 
 Bring to light the things now hidden in darkness 
 As in Christ you forgive us our sins. Amen.   
  Time for silent prayer.

Kyrie 
 The people sing.                                                                                                                  Thomas Pavlechko (b. 1961)
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Assurance of Pardon

 Hear the good news!
  Christ died for us,
  Christ rose for us,
  Christ reigns in power for us,
  Christ prays for us.
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
 The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Thanks be to God!

 
Response                                                                                                                    
 The people stand to sing.

 

Passing of the Peace 
 The peace of Christ be with you.
 And also with you.
 Please share the peace of Christ with your neighbors.

Prayer for Illumination                              Chris LaMendola

Poem
 “Southern History”              Natasha Trethewey† (b. 1966)

 Before the war, they were happy, he said,
 quoting our textbooks. (This was senior-year
 history class.) The slaves were clothed, fed,
 and better off under a master’s care.

 I watched the words blur on the page. No one
 Raised a hand, disagreed. Not even me.

 It was late; we still had Reconstruction
 to cover before the test, and – luckily –

 three hours of watching Gone with the Wind.
 History, the teacher said, of the old South –

 A true account of how things were back then.
 On screen a slave stood big as life: big mouth,

 Bucked yes, our textbook’s grinning proof – a lie
 My teacher guarded. Silent, so did I.
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Gospel Lesson
 Luke 8:26-39    

26Jesus and his disciples sailed to the Gerasenes’ land, which is across the lake from Galilee. 27As soon as Jesus got 
out of the boat, a certain man met him. The man was from the city and was possessed by demons. For a long time, 
he had lived among the tombs, naked and homeless. 28When he saw Jesus, he shrieked and fell down before him. 
Then he shouted, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 
29He said this because Jesus had already commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had 
taken possession of him, so he would be bound with leg irons and chains and placed under guard. But he would 
break his restraints, and the demon would force him into the wilderness. 30Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 
“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had entered him. 31They pleaded with him not to order them to go 
back into the abyss. 32A large herd of pigs was feeding on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go 
into the pigs. Jesus gave them permission, 33and the demons left the man and entered the pigs. The herd rushed 
down the cliff into the lake and drowned. 34When those who tended the pigs saw what happened, they ran away 
and told the story in the city and in the countryside. 35People came to see what had happened. They came to Jesus 
and found the man from whom the demons had gone. He was sitting at Jesus’ feet, fully dressed and completely 
sane. They were filled with awe. 36Those people who had actually seen what had happened told them how the 
demon-possessed man had been delivered. 37Then everyone gathered from the region of the Gerasenes asked 
Jesus to leave their area because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and returned across the 
lake. 38The man from whom the demons had gone begged to come along with Jesus as one of his disciples. Jesus 
sent him away, saying, 39“Return home and tell the story of what God has done for you.” So he went throughout 
the city proclaiming what Jesus had done for him.

Meditation
I’m Coming Home

   

Prayers of the People Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer                                                                           Rev. Hennessy

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
              We will distribute the elements of communion today by intinction – simply take the bread and dip it in the cup. It 

is appropriate to say “Amen” or “Thanks be to God” when receiving the bread and the cup as they are gifts of God  
for the people of God. All of the bread distributed is gluten free. Please take the center aisle to the communion sta-
tion, receive the elements, and return to your seat by a side aisle. If you are unable to receive the elements by coming 
forward to the elders,  please raise your hand for the roving elder to come to your pew to serve the bread and wine.

Sending Hymn, No. 439
 
 In Christ There Is No East or West                                               St. Peter

                                                                                     

Benediction

Closing Voluntary
 Allegro assai vivace from Sonata No.1                                                      Felix Mendelssohn

Worship Leaders
 Mark Aquino, Guest Preacher
 The Reverend Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate
 Jennifer Shin, Glynda Stephens Taylor Organ Scholar 
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