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                                       Worship in the Holmes Chapel • 10 AM

Welcome to this Place of Christian Worship
 Do not wait for someone else to begin worship. Pray silently for yourself, for those about you, for the poor 
 and the oppressed, for those unable to be present, for those who will shortly lead our common worship. 
 Latecomers may enter the Holmes Chapel during the singing of the first hymn or during the Response to the 
 Assurance. Ushers are available for assistance. Please turn off all cell phones.

Opening Voluntary
 His Eye Is on the Sparrow                                                                                                       arr. Mark Hayes‡ (b. 1953) 

Welcome and Announcements              Rev. Hennessy                                                                                             

Order of Worship
Chiming of the Trinity

 The sounding of the chimes, invoking Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit, is an invitation to prepare for worship   
 through a time of silent reflection. Please be respectful of those who are praying. 
     
Call to Worship                                           

  The people stand and remain standing for the hymn that follows.

 God is moving in the world,
 With flames of justice and waters of mercy.
 Christ is calling in the world,
 With whispers of love and cries of compassion.
 Let us worship the one who creates the world
 And lend our voices to the Spirit’s song.                  

Opening Hymn, No. 361   
 How Firm A Foundation                                                                                                                       foundAtion   
 

                                                                                                

Call to Confession                                   

Prayer of Confession                                                                                                                                     
 O God, you are nearby and far off, 
 In our every moment and in the highest heaven. 
 Forgive us when we would rather not remember you 
 in the everyday moments of our lives: 
 When choosing you would mean putting our neighbors’ needs first; 
 When following you would challenge our comfortable assumptions; 
 When listening to you would change the life we have grown to love. 
 Forgive us, God of mercy, and love us into your reign of true peace. Amen.   

  Time for silent prayer.

Kyrie  
 The people sing.                                                                                                                  Thomas Pavlechko (b. 1961)
 

Assurance of Pardon              
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 Response
 The people  stand to sing. 

Passing the Peace of Christ  
 The peace of Christ be with you.
 And also with you.

 Please share the peace of Christ with your neighbors.

Prayer for Illumination               

Poem                      
 A Brown Atlanta Boy…                                      Kevin Young‡‡ (b. 1970)  
    

 Here the pain
  Mostly goes away.
 A stinger someone tries

 Walking off, his face a mask.
  He’s giving you
 the ball Jay,

 he’s giving you the ball—
  Gary with the attack—
 Thaddeus is having

 the game of his life,
  the MC says. Old men
 watch in their gray mustaches

 mouthing salt peanuts— 
  or toothpicks,
 or day-old gum—

 chewing the fat.
  You see that?
 He needs to just put

 That back up.
  The uniforms black
 & blue as a bruise.

 Must ignore the need
  Cuz we the news—
 Here every call

 is wrong, all 
  fouls technical
 even here black

 means guest, not home.
  Forget about the refs
 They already told us
  
shut up. It’s us
  against them
Let’s go.
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Scripture Lesson                               
 Hebrews 12:1-2  

1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin 
that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its 
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.                                                            

Gospel Acclamation
 The people stand.

Gospel Lesson                               
 The people stand.

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

 Luke 12:49-56                                                            

49‘I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50I have a baptism with which to be bap-
tized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 51Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 
No, I tell you, but rather division! 52From now on, five in one household will be divided, three against two and two 
against three; 53they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daugh-
ter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’ 54He also 
said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, “It is going to rain”; and so it hap-
pens. 55And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, “There will be scorching heat”; and it happens. 56You 
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret 
the present time?

Gospel Acclamation

Voluntary
 How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place                                                                                  Stephen P. Schaefer (b. 1960)
                  Commissioned by Dr. Stephen Edge 

How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord.
My soul cries out to be with thee.
The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow builds her nest near your altar.
O blessed are those who dwell in your house, O Lord.
Blessed are those whose strength is in thee, who journey through a barren land.
You bring forth the living rains and make the desert bloom.
Hear my prayer, O Lord our protector. Smile on those who believe.
Better is one day in your courts than to live among the wicked on earth.
You are our sun and shield, bestow your favor upon us.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house, O Lord.

 .Sermon 
 Naming the Ties That Divide Us                             
 
                             



Hymn, No 399
 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight                                                                                                         dunlAP’s creek 

 
The people stand to sing. 

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Anthem
   The Deacons receive the gifts, a portion of the blessings God has given us, which we return unto God.
 
 Evening Prayer                                                                                                                           arr. Stephen P. Schaefer
 
 O gentle presence, peace and joy and power.
 O life divine that owns each waiting hour.
 Thou love that guards the nestling’s faltering flight,
 Keep thou my child on upward wing tonight.
 

Presentation of the Gifts
 The people stand as the Deacons come forward and remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication. 
                             old hundredth

Prayer of Dedication  
 Receive, O God, the fruits of our labor
 And with these gifts accept the offering of our lives.
 Unite us with Christ
 That we may share in his ministry and glorify you. Amen.
   
Prayers of the People                          Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer                                                                               

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,               
 As we forgive those who trespass against us.
 And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil;
 For thine is the kingdom and the power 
 And the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

                                                                                                          

Sending Hymn, No. 447 
 Lead On, O KIng Eternal                                                                                                                                  lAncAshire  
 The people stand to sing.    

Benediction                      

Closing Voluntary
 Improvisation                                                                                                                                         Garrett F. Martin  

  
   
 Immediately following the service, please join us for Meet & Mingle “Light” in the Holmes Room. 
 Thank you to our hosts today, Laurel and Doug Braun.
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Worship Leaders
 The Reverend Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate
 A. Reed Taylor, Reader
 Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries
 Jim Judd, tenor
 Brian Page, tenor
 Stephen Schaefer, bass-baritone
 Stephen Edge, bass-baritone 

Deacons Serving Today
 Teddie Granville, Tom Greetham, Stephen Johnson, Candice Marr, Johnpatrick Marr, Jane Morris

Chancel Flowers 
 The flowers at the Lord’s Table are from the Westminster gardens.

Notes on Today’s Music
‡Mark Hayes is an award-winning concert pianist, composer, arranger, and conductor. His personal catalog, total-
ing over 1,200 published works, includes work for solo voice, solo piano, multiple pianos, orchestra, jazz combo, 
small instrumental ensembles, and choruses of all kinds.  Mark received a Bachelor of Music degree summa cum 
laude in Piano Performance from Baylor University in 1975. He has conducted the SWACDA and MCDA Community 
and Church Honor Choir, and served as guest conductor at Carnegie Hall, featuring his Te Deum and Magnificat. 
In 2010, Baylor University Center for Christian Music Studies awarded Mark the Award for Exemplary Leadership 
in Christian Music. Mark arranged and orchestrated the music for Civil War Voices, which won six awards including 
“Best Musical” in the 2010 Midtown International Theatre Festival in New York. He conducted the world premiere 
of his work for chorus, orchestra and narrator, The American Spirit, at Lincoln Center in May 2011 and the world 
premiere of his Requiem in Lincoln Center in May 2013.
In addition to his involvement in the sacred and secular choral music fields, Hayes is an accomplished orchestra-
tor and record producer. The album, I’ve Just Seen Jesus, which Mark arranged, orchestrated and co-produced, 
received the Dove Award for Praise and Worship Album of the Year in 1986. In June 2010 Mark released his first CD 
of original songs titled All Is Well, featuring Kansas City jazz artist, Monique Danielle.
Whether concertizing on the other side of the globe or composing at his home in Kansas City, Missouri, Mark is 
blessed to live out his mission “to create beautiful music for the world”.

 
Notes on Today’s Poet

While Tom and Carol travel along the road of the Romantic poets on a Lilly National Clergy Renewal Grant, we will 
read, each Sunday before the Scripture reading for the day, lines from a romantic poet. Tom and Carol are in 
Monterosso, Italy, near where Byron and the Shelley’s spent their summers.

‡‡Kevin Young was born in Lincoln, Nebraska. He received his BA from Harvard University in 1992, where he stud-
ied poetry with Lucie Brock-Broido and Seamus Heaney, and his MFA in creative writing from Brown University in 
1996.
His poetry collections include Brown; Blue Laws: Selected and Uncollected Poems; Book of Hours, winner of the 
2015 Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize from the Academy of American Poets, given for the most outstanding book 
of poetry published in the United States each year; Ardency: A Chronicle of the Amistad Rebels; Dear Darkness: 
Poems; For the Confederate Dead; Black Maria; Jelly Roll: A Blues; To Repel Ghosts, which was a finalist for the 
James Laughlin Award; and Most Way Home, selected for the National Poetry Series and winner of the Zacharis 
First Books Award from Ploughshares.
Young’s awards and honors include a Stegner Fellowship in Poetry at Stanford University, a Guggenheim Founda-
tion Fellowship, a MacDowell Colony Fellowship, and a National Endowment for the Arts fellowship. He has taught 
at the University of Georgia, Indiana University, and Emory University, where he was the Charles Howard Candler 
professor of creative writing and English and curator of literary collections at the Raymond Danowski Poetry Li-
brary. He is the director of the New York Public Library’s Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture and the 
poetry editor of The New Yorker. He lives in New Jersey. 
This poem is titled “A Brown Atlanta Boy Watches Basketball on West 4th. Meanwhile, Neo-Nazis March on Char-
lottesville, Virginia” by Kevin Young. 

Music reprinted with permission: OneLicense.net license #A-72296
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WORSHIP AND PREACHING SCHEDULE

One Worship Service at 10:00 AM in the air conditioned Holmes Chapel
through September 1

August 25
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

The Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling, Preacher
Luke 13:10-17

September 1
Labor Day

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Rev. Dr. Skip Ferguson, Preacher
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Fall Worship Times Begin on September 8
8:15 AM • Worship in the Holmes Chapel with Communion

10:30 AM • Worship in the Sanctuary

September 8
Rally Day

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Dr. Skip Ferguson, Preacher

Luke 14:25-33

During Tom’s sabbatical, if you are in need of pastoral care, 
please contact The Reverend Beth Hennesssy, Pastoral Care Associate 

at 716-697-0919.

PASTORAL CARE

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Sunday, August 18  
9:30 AM Infant/Toddler Care 

10:00 AM Worship 

11:00 AM Meet & Mingle Light

 

Monday, August 19  
1:00 PM  WEDI Staff Meeting 

7:00 PM Year of the Bible

 

Tuesday, August 20  
7:15 AM  Wake Up Group 

8:00 AM Ministry of Generosity 

10:00 AM Garden Group 

3:00 PM Buildings & Grounds 

4:45 PM Invested Funds 

5:30 PM Budget & Finance Meeting 

6:00 PM Zen Dharma 

Wednesday, August 21  
1:30 PM  Staff Meeting 

5:30 PM Pathways To Peace 

8:00 PM AA Meeting

 

Thursday, August 22  
7:15 AM  Wake Up Group 

Friday, August 23  
12:00 PM Noontime Al-Anon

 

Sunday, August 25  
9:30 AM Infant/Toddler Care 

10:00 AM Worship 

11:00 AM Meet & Mingle Light 
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WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER
If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our 
programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome Card 
(found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff mem-
ber.  
• As a More Light church, we invite all persons of the LG-
BTQIA+ community to membership and full participation in 
all ministries of Westminster. 
• We light our Peace Candle to pray for peace—both in our 
own neighborhoods and across the world.
 • Bibles and children’s worship guides are available at the 
Sanctuary entrances.
• For the hearing impaired, wireless receivers are available 
in the Church Conference Room.
 • Childcare for children 5 years old and younger is available 
from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM in the school building (across the 
garden).
• If you need assistance at any time, please ask a Deacon.
• Please pick up your generosity envelopes, which are avail-
able on the table in the Holmes Room.

CHURCH LIFE

INQUIRER CLASS
September 29 following the Worship Service
Friends and visitors interested in learning more about 
Westminster and the ministries we support are invited to 
attend a meeting immediately following worship. We will  
share details of Westminster’s history, discuss current out-
reach and mission programs in the city and region, and an-
swer any questions. At the conclusion of the meeting, those 
who so desire will be received into the membership of the 
church. For more information, please contact Sawrie Becker, 
884-9437, ext. 315, sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

Westminster’s Alcohol/Other Drug Education  and  Refer-
ral service provides support to assist members and friends 
with issues and questions related to abuse of alcohol 
or other drugs.   If you or someone you love needs help, 
call for free and confidential advice. Jen Read (228.7526) 
and Elizabeth Stewart (585.217.7878), Co-Chairs; Dave 
Carstensen (884.5403), Jane Morris (571.481.839), Ellen 
Smith (882.2064), Phil Stevens (839.3357).

If you are recovering from an illness/surgery, a caregiver 
with an ill family member, or have had a new baby, West-
minster can provide a simple meal for those in need. Please 
contact Jamie Adamczyk at jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org, 
884-9437, ext. 326.

WEDI AND MISSION

WEST SIDE BAZAAR
Check out The West Side Bazaar, 25 Grant Street, for 
lunch and shopping. Sunday and Monday: Closed. Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday: 11 AM - 7 PM. Friday: 11 AM - 8 PM. 
Saturday: 10 AM - 8 PM.

ENERGY 
ENERGY (Education, Nurture, Encouragement, Readiness, 
and Growth for Youth) finished up their year on May 23rd 

and said their final goodbyes to Alyssa, until her return as a 
volunteer of course! ENERGY began their summer program 
on July 8 in collaboration with the middle school program, 
FLY (Focused Learning for Youth). For the first summer, 
both programs will be operating out of the church for six 
weeks, Monday through Friday. Students will have their usu-
al literacy hour in the morning, with some groups spending 
their morning in the library, and then in the afternoon they 
will have art, cooking, science, swimming, and field trips, 
all while learning about their new home, the city of Buffalo. 
When all goes well, FLY may find a permanent home in the 
church for the fall! Please feel free to reach out to volun-
teer@wedibuffalo.org if you would like to volunteer, or let 
us know if you would like to pop in for a visit and see what 
we are all about!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Year of the Bible Class provides participants the opportu-
nity to read through the entire Bible, cover to cover, over 
the course of the year. Led by The Rev. Dr. Skip Ferguson,  
the summer schedule switches to 7 PM Monday evenings 
and runs through August 26 with no class on September 2, 
Labor Day. It’s not too late to get started, so come join the 
group of more than 50 who have already begun! 15 minutes 
of reading each day is all it takes. By the end of the year, you 
will have read through the entire Bible! More important, you 
will grow spiritually in countless ways as you deepen your 
understanding of God’s Written Word.

CASE LIBRARY CONVERSATION SERIES
Case Library will resume on Sunday, September 15, 9 AM- 
10:15 AM in the Case Library
Every Sunday, Case Library Conversations provides an oppor-
tunity to discuss local, national, and global issues. With these 
conversations, we can examine our life-long adventure in faith. 
Offerings for the 2019-2020 program year will be announced 
in Sunday bulletins and newsletters. Please join us. All are wel-
come!

SPIRITUAL LIFE
Spiritual Life will resume on Sunday, September 15, 9 AM- 
10:15 AM in the Heritage Room. All are welcome!
Spiritual Life creates opportunities for Westminster mem-
bers and friends to explore and reflect together upon the 
interior life of faith. Discoveries and questions come from 
topics such as deep listening, gratitude, compassion, grace, 
and grieving. Poetry and art are frequently woven into a pre-
sentation. We are always interactive and supportive, looking 
for ways to apply important spiritual concepts to our daily 
lives. As a Christian congregation, we are also open to learn-
ing about other faith traditions and practices that nurture, 
sustain, and challenge the “inward journey.” 

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

KNITTING GROUP
Our group meets on various Tuesdays, 7 PM - 9 PM through-
out the year and works on their individual projects, as well as 
prayer shawls, scarves and other handmade items for mem-
bers of the church.  contact Fran Holmes for more information 
and dates, mfranholmes@verizon.net. Beginners are welcome! 

NEWS AND NOTES
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MEET AND MINGLE “LIGHT”
Sundays, following 10:00 AM Worship. Enjoy snacks and fel-
lowship in the Holmes Room with friends old and new! 

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES EACH SUNDAY
Can’t make it to Worship on Sunday or to a special event/
concert? You can still connect with Westminster. Simply vis-
it our website: www.wpcbuffalo.org and click on the link to 
LiveStream on our homepage.  

HEAVENLY GROUNDS CAFE
Sundays, 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Stop by the Oak Room for a cup of coffee or tea as you 
make your way to Adult Education programs between the 
worship services, or sit and enjoy with friends after worship.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Westminster is a vibrant faith community because of the 
time and commitment our members dedicate. We are thank-
ful for our volunteers, and encourage everyone to consider 
participating in our church life by volunteering your time 
and talent. If you are interested in the following opportu-
nities please contact Sawrie Becker, 884-9437, ext. 315, or 
email sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org
Meet & Mingle Coordinator:  1 – 2 hours a month. Reach out 
to members to schedule hosts/shoppers/donors for the 
Meet & Mingle weekly fellowship hour. 
Laundry Angel: 1 - 2 hours a month. Assist with tablecloth 
maintenance around events by laundering linens and re-
turning them to the church.
WECP Coffee & Donuts: 2 hours a month. Greet WECP Par-
ents with coffee, a donut, and a smile on the second Thurs-
day or Friday of each month.

A MESSAGE FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
The Nominating Committee is calling for thoughtful nomi-
nations for elder and deacon positions. Three Year terms 
will start January 2020.  People may self nominate or nomi-
nate others. The nominee must be a church member and 
willing to serve in one of these special leadership roles in 
the church. Look for nomination forms on the Information 
Table in the Gallery Room. Nominations should be submit-
ted to Sherrie Bernat, 716.536.4906 or sbernat@roadrunner.
com, or placed in  the nominating committee mailbox or 
offering plate. 

PLEASE HELP WESTMINSTER SUPPORT OUR WEDI FAMILIES

The donation of backpacks and school supplies would be greatly appreciated.                 
No donation is too small!  A box is available in the Gallery Room for donations.

WESTMINSTER YOUTH (6TH - 12TH GRADES) AND PARENTS

Come meet Micah and Katelyn Nutter Dowling for ice cream and talk youth group, 
play games, and share ideas for the coming year! 

Saturday, August 24 at 2:00 PM
Lake Effect Artisan Ice Cream  • 1900 Hertel Ave, Buffalo, 14214

DID YOU KNOW…                                                                      
That Mission and Outreach is a key component of 

the Preserve the Pinnacle Capital Campaign that will 

be formally launched to our congregation on Sun-

day, 27th October? Many of our neighbors who live 

east of Main Street face complex and inter-related 

challenges of poverty, limited housing choices, and 

children at risk. The Session has approved several 

major projects that will allow WPC direct financial 

involvement in a program that is designed to both 

help homeowners remain in their homes and create 

opportunities for new home ownership. This partner-

ship of working with residents in order to maximize 

resources in rehabilitation of the historic East of Main, 

Buffalo neighborhood. 

Please make plans to participate in a video shoot following Worship on September 1 
and 8 (later service only). Photographers and videographers will be present to capture              
impressions of our worship service for use in upcoming Generosity Campaign materials. 
Most shots will be overviews of the congregation, clergy, and choir, however, volunteers 

are needed for a few specific “closeups.” If you are interested in volunteering or have  
questions, please contact Matt Marco or Garrett Martin. 

VIDEO SHOOT FOLLOWING WORSHIP ON SEPTEMBER 1 AND 8





724  D E L AWA R E  AV E N U E  •  B U F FA LO,  N Y   1 4 2 0 9  •  W P C B U F FA LO.O R G  •  7 1 6 . 8 8 4 . 9 4 37

Westminster Presbyterian Church  
The Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty, Pastor
tyorty@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 313

The Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling
Associate Pastor for Christian Education
katelynnd@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 311

The Rev. Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate
bhennessy@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.697.0919

Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries
gmartin@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 318

Jamie Adamczyk, Administrative Assistant
jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org. ext. 326 

Sawrie Becker, Director of Development
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 315

Matthew Marco 
Assistant to the Pastor and to the Director of Music
mmarco@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 306 

Lenore Neiler, Graphic Designer
lneiler@wpcbuffalo.org, ext 302

The Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling
Director of Youth Ministries
micahnd@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 310

Kathryn Wilde, Director of Finance
kwilde@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 305

Westminster Early Childhood Programs
Dr. Cindy Lynn-Garbe, Director
clynn-garbe@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 328

Todd Bothwell, Associate Director of Admissions
tbothwell@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 330

Jessica Mitrovits, Development Associate
jmitrovits@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 332

Lindsay McGuire, Human Resources
lmcguire@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 359

Heather Abbott, Administrative Assistant
habbott@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 300 

Facilities 
Aaron Vivian, Facilities Supervisor
avivian@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 319, 716.504.7308

Jeff Kaczmarek, Maintenance
ext. 319, 716.345.8013

Austin Becker, Maintenance
716.479.0668

Luigi Sylejmani, Maintenance
716.472.5477


