
Week 45: Nov. 10 (Nov. 3—Nov. 9) 
• We continue with the prophet Ezekiel, who has been called to prophesy 

among the exiles in Babylon.  
• God is furious: “The end! The end has come upon the four corners of 

the land! The end is now upon you, and I will unleash my anger against 
you. … I will not look on you with pity. I will not spare you. 

• “They took pride in their beautiful jewelry and used it to make their 
detestable idols.” 

• “Go throughout the city and put a mark on the foreheads of those who 
grieve and lament over all the detestable things that are done in it. … 
Do not touch anyone who has the mark.” We’ll see the “mark” again 
when we get to Revelation. 

• The crux of God’s complaint: “You have not followed my decrees or 
kept my laws but have conformed to the standards of the nations 
around you.” 

• But there is hope: “They will return to it and remove all its vile images 
and detestable idols. I will give them an undivided heart and put a new 
spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give 
them a heart of flesh.” 

• Even the prophets had lost their way: “Son of man, prophesy against the 
prophets of Israel who are now prophesying.” 

• Strong language condemning the Israelites for “prostitution” and 
“adultery” – what is God talking about with those words?  

• The sin of Sodom was not what we think it was: “She and her daughters 
were arrogant, overfed, and unconcerned.” The true sin of the people 
of Sodom was pride, coupled with indifference toward others, including 
strangers.  

• “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb… ‘The parents eat 
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As surely as I 
live…you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. For everyone 
belongs to me… The one who sins is the one who will die.” This is a big 
change in God’s thinking, that sins will no longer travel down through 
the generations: “The child will not share the guilt of the parent, nor 
will the parent share the guilt of the child.”  

• God prefers repentance: “Do I take any pleasure in the death of the 
wicked? …Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and 
live?”  

• “Get a new heart and a new spirit” 
• “You say, ‘We want to be like the nations, like the peoples of the 

world, who serve wood and stone’.” 
• Turn to the New Testament; In the letter to the Hebrews, who was 

“Melchizedek”? 
• Hebrews speaks of the “calling” that priest have, that it is not a job, 

but rather something God calls someone to.  
• “This “King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met 

Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings and blessed 
him”; and to him Abraham apportioned “one-tenth of everything.” His 
name, in the first place, means “king of righteousness”; next he is also 



king of Salem, that is, “king of peace.” Without father, without 
mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of 
life, but resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest forever. See 
how great he is! 

• Jesus is a “permanent priest” in the order of Melchizedek 
• He offers intercession for us, forever and ever 
• Quoting Jeremiah (31:31): “The days are coming, declares the Lord, 

when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the 
people of Judah… I will put my laws in their minds and write them on 
their hearts.” 

• Note what Hebrews says is inside the Ark of the Covenant: “the gold jar 
of manna, Aaron’s staff that budded, and the stone tablets of the 
covenant.” 

• “Christ…entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood”, and 
not the blood of animals. Christ became the sacrifice.  

 
   

  



 
 
 
 


