
Week 46: Nov. 17 (Nov. 10—Nov. 16) 
• We continue with the prophet Ezekiel, who has been called by God to 

“prophesy against the land of Israel”. 
• “In you they have treated father and mother with contempt; in you they 

have oppressed the foreigner and mistreated the fatherless and the 
widow. You have despised my holy things and desecrated my Sabbaths.” 

• God speaks in very graphic language that the people have become 
“prostitutes”: “Since you have forgotten me and turned your back on 
me, you must bear the consequences of your lewdness and 
prostitution.” 

• “The time has come for me to act. I will not hold back; I will not have 
pity, nor will I relent. You will be judged according to your conduct and 
your actions.” 

• Through Ezekiel, God speaks oracles of warning against various nations 
and peoples, that God will impose his vengeance through 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon: “He and his army – the most ruthless 
of nations – will be brought in to destroy the land” 

• Still, for all God’s anger, God seeks repentance: “I take no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and 
live Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, people of Israel?” 

• “Their mouths speak of love, but their hearts are greedy for unjust 
gain.” 

• God condemns the priests: “You have not strengthened the weak, you 
have not healed the sick, you have not bound up the injured, you have 
not brought back the strayed, you have not sought the lost, but with 
force and harshness you have ruled them. So they were scattered, 
because there was no shepherd; and scattered, they became food for 
all the wild animals. My sheep were scattered, they wandered over all 
the mountains and on every high hill; my sheep were scattered over all 
the face of the earth, with no one to search or seek for them.” 

• “I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie 
down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, 
but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.” 

•  “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.  Because you pushed with 
flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns 
until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they 
shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.  I 
will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.  And I, the LORD, will 
be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them.” 

• Turning to the letter to the Hebrews: “It is impossible for the blood of 
bulls and goats to take away sins.” 

• “I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their 
minds….Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” 

• The only place in the entire Bible where faith is defined: “Now faith is 
confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 



see.” Same verse from The Message: The fundamental fact of existence 
is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under 
everything that makes life worth living. It’s our handle on what we 
can’t see.” 

• “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place 
that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing 
where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had 
been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.” 

• “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and 
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

• “Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one 
will see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; 
that no root of bitterness springs up and causes trouble, and through it 
many become defiled.” 

• “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and 
to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God 
the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant” 

• “Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it.” 

• “Through Christ, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to 
do good and to share what you have” 

• Psalm 110 points us again to Melchizedek: “You are a priest forever, in 
the order of Melchizedek” 

• Proverbs 27:19 – “As water reflects the face, so one’s life reflects the 
heart.” 

   
  



 
 
 
 


