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Welcome
We welcome you to Westminster Presbyterian Church
on this most holy of nights, and invite you to learn
more about us by visiting wpcbuffalo.org, picking up
information in the reception area, or speaking with
any of the staff.
At this time of year, perhaps more than at other
times, we are more aware of our need for a Prince
of Peace and more willing to explore our spiritual
journeys. We would be honored to have those
conversations with you.
May God bless you and your loved ones this Christmas,
and may the light of the Christ Child fill your life.
In Christ’s Service,
The Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty, Pastor

Otley

Concert - Prelude

Malcolm C. Wilson (b. 1957)

Impressions on Veni, Emmanuel
Cathy Moklebust (b. 1958)
Given in loving memory of Charlotte Gough on her 100th birthday, by Douglas Kohler.

Lully, Lulla, Lullay
O sisters too how may we do for to preserve this day?
This poor younging for whom we sing...
Herod, the king, in his raging, charged he hath this day.
His men of might in his own sight all young children to slay...
That woe is me, poor Child for Thee, and ever more and day.
For Thy parting neither say nor sing...
Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child, by, by, lully, lulla, lullay.
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Philip W.J. Stopford (b. 1977)

Oratorio de Noël, Op. 12		

Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)

I. Prelude
II. Et Pastores
Et pastores erant in regione, 			
There were shepherds in that same country,
Eadem vigilantes,					Abiding in the fields,
Et custodientes vigilias noctis 				
And silently keeping their watch by night
Super gregem suum.					
Over the sleeping flocks around them.
Et ecce angelus Domini,				
And lo! An angel of the Lord appeared,
Stetit juxta illos,					Standing there beside them:
Et claritas Dei circumfulsit illos,			
And the glory of the Lord shone about them,
Et timuerunt timore magno. 			
And they were afraid at his coming.
Et dixit illis angelus:
				
And unto them the angel said:
Nolite timere, nolite timere!				
Fear not, oh ye shepherds!
Ecce enim evangelico vobis
			
For, behold I bring unto you
Gaudium magnum,					
Good tidings of great joy,
Quod erit omni populo:				
Which shall be to all people:
Quia natus est vobis hodie 				
For unto you is born today
Christus Dominus, 					Savior Christ, the Lord,
In civitate David.					
In the city of David.
Et hoe vobis signum: 					
And this shall the sign be:
Invenietis infantem 					
Ye shall find the babe
Pannis involutum, 					Wrapped in swaddling clothes
Et positum in præsepio.				
And lying in a manger low.
Et subito facta est cum angelo				
And suddenly there was with the angel
Multitudo militiæ cælestis				
A great multitude of the heavenly host
Laudantium Deum, et dicentium:			
Praising God, and saying:
Gloria in altissimus Deo!				
Glory be unto God in the highest!
Et in terra pax,						And on earth peace,
Hominibus bonæ voluntatis.				Goodwill to all.
III. Expectans
Expectans, expectavi Dominum.			
Et intendit mihi.					

Patiently, patiently have I waited for the Lord.
And lo! He heard my cry.

IV. Domine, Ego Credidi
Domine, ego credidi, 				
Quia tu es Christus Filius Dei vivi. 			
Domine, qui in hunc mundum venisti. 			

In my heart I believe, O Lord,
That thou are Christ, Son of the living God.
He who was to come into this world.

V. Benedictus
Benedictus, qui venit in nomine Domini.		
Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the Lord.
Deus Dominus, et illuxit ominus illuxit nobis.		
God, the Lord of Light, He has shined upon us.
Deus meus es tu, et confitebor tibi.
		
Thou alone are my God, my trust is in Thee.
Et exaltabo te. 						I will exalt Thee.
VI. Quare Fremuerunt Gentes?
Quare fremuerunt gentes?
			
Wherefore do the heathen clamor?
Et populi meditati sunt Inania?				
Why do the nations imagine vain things?
Gloria Patri, Gloria Filio, Gloria Spiritui Sancto!		
Glory unto the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit!
Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper,		
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
Et in sæcula sæculorum.				World without end.
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VII. Tecum Principium
Tecum principium; in die virtutis tuæ.			
Tecum principium, In splendoribus Sanctorum.

My soul doth magnify the Lord; my spirit rejoices.
For mine eyes have seen Thy glory.

VIII. Alleluia
Laudate, cœli, et exulta, terra.				
Heavens sing praises, be joyful on earth.
Quia consolatus est Dominus 				
For the Lord hath poured His consolation
Populum suum;
				Upon His people;
Et pauperum suorum, miserebitur.			
And He to all that are afflicted will be merciful.
IX. Consurge, Filia Sion
Consurge, Filia Sion! Alleluia! 			
Lauda in nocte, in principio Vigiliarum. 		
Egrediatur ut splendor justus Sion, 			
Et Salvator ejus ut lampas accendatur.			

Arise now, Daughter of Zion! Alleluia!
Praise Him, in the first watches of the nighttime.
That Zion’s true glory might be manifested,
Her Savior may rise and shine before the nations.

X. Tolite hostias
Tollite hostias, 					
Et adora te Dominum,					
In atrio sancto ejus.					
Lætentur cœli, et exultet terra, 			
A facie Domini, quoniam venit. 			

The Bidding Prayer

Praise ye the Lord of hosts,
Sing His salvation, Bless His name,
Show forth His praise in His holy house.
Rejoice, ye heavens, and be joyful, on earth,
Rejoice in the face of the Lord, For He cometh.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols

Concluding with The Lord’s Prayer

The Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty

D

ear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear
once more the message of the Angels, to go even to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a
manger. Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our
rebellion against him, until the glorious redemption brought to us by His Holy Child, Jesus; and let us look
forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. But first, let us pray for the
needs of the whole world: for peace and justice on the earth; for the unity and mission of the Church for
which he died; and especially for his Church in our country and in this city. And because he particularly loves
them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless; the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick
and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; as well as those who do
not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother,
and that whole multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and whom, in
Jesus, we are one forevermore.
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us:
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
The Almighty God bless us with His grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship
of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.
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Once in Royal
Carol in Procession

Once in Royal David’s City	Irby
The people stand to sing.
Andrew Bayles (b. 1981)
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Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19
Adam and Eve disobey God’s command and disrupt the order and goodness of creation.

Barbara Nelson

T

hey heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But
the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What
is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord God said to the
serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon
your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’ And to the
man he said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I
commanded you, You shall not eat of it, cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the
days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring comfort for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you
are dust, and to dust you shall return.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Carol

Adam Lay Ybounden

Frank Boles (b. 1955)

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond:
Four thousand winter thought he not too long;
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took,
As clerkès finden written in their book.
Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been,
Ne had never Our Lady abeen heavené Queen.
Blessed be the time that apple taken was:
Therefore we moun singen: Deo Gratias.

The Second Lesson

Genesis 22:15-18
God promises that, through Abraham, all the peoples of the world will be blessed.

Bryan Renzoni

T

he angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By myself I have sworn,
says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed
bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Carol

Wexford Carol		
Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind,
What our good God for us has done, in sending His beloved Son.
With Mary holy we should pray, to God with love this Christmas day,
In Bethlehem upon that morn’, there was a blessed Messiah born.
Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep, their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep,
To whom God’s angels did appear, which put the shepherds in great fear.
‘Prepare and go,’ the angels said ‘To Bethlehem, be not afraid,
For there you’ll find this happy morn’, a princely Babe, sweet Jesus born.’
With thankful heart and joyful mind, the shepherds went that babe to find,
And as God’s angel had foretold, they did our Savior Christ behold.
Within a manger he was laid, and by his side the virgin maid,
Attending on the Lord of Life, who came to earth to end all strife.
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Elaine Hagenberg (b. 1979)

The Third Lesson

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walk in darkness receive the promise of the Messiah.

Doug Braun

T

he people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness,
on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the thrones of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN TEMPLATE

Carol

God Rest You Merry Gentlemen
The people stand to sing.
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God Rest You Merry
John Rutter (b. 1945)
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The Fourth Lesson

Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9
The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse to restore the peace of creation.

Phillips Stevens

A

shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the
Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what
his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of
his lips he shall kill the wicked. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the
calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Carol

A Spotless Rose

Ola Gjeilo (b. 1978)

A Spotless Rose is blowing, sprung from a tender root,
Of ancient seers’ foreshowing, of Jesse promised fruit;
Its fairest bud unfolds to light,
Amid the cold, cold winter, and in the dark midnight.
The Rose of which I am singing, whereof Isaiah said,
Is from its sweet root springing in Mary, purest maid.
For through God’s great love and might,
The Blessed Babe she bare us in a cold, cold winter’s night.

The Fifth Lesson

Luke 1:26-35, 38
An angel appears to Mary and announces that she will bear a holy child.

I

Alex Davis

n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. And now you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name
him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will
be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Carol

Gabriel’s Message

Craig Phillips (b. 1961)

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame;
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘O lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.’ Gloria!
‘For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady.’ Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; ‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said.
‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name, most highly favored lady.’ Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk through-out the world will ever say, ‘most highly favored lady.’ Gloria!

The Sixth Lesson

Luke 2:1-7
Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem where Mary gives birth to her child.

Claude Welch

I

n those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Carol

Cradle Hymn

Kim André Arnesen (b. 1980)

Hush my dear, lie still and slumber, holy angels guard thy bed.
Heavenly blessings without number, gently falling on thy head.
See the kindly shepherds round him, telling wonders from the sky.
When they sought him, there they found him, with his Virgin mother by.
See the lovely babe a-dressing; lovely infant, how he smiled.
When he wept, the mother’s blessing, soothed and hushed the holy child.
May’st thou live to know and fear him, trust and love him all thy days;
Then go dwell forever near him, see his face, and sing his praise.

The Seventh Lesson

Luke 2:8-16
Angels appear to shepherds in the fields and announce the birth of the Messiah.

Rebecca Montague

I

n that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
on earth peace among those whom He favors!’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in
the manger.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Carol

Noel We Sing
Given in loving memory of Douglas H. Schulte, by Gary Halicki.

Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

Angels of the Lord they came from the heavens singing,
Called the shepherds forth by name while the bells were ringing.
Told the shepherds where they lay, Jesus Christ was born today...
Leave your ewes and leave your rams, leave the watch you’re keeping.
Leave your sheep and leave your lambs on the hillside sleeping,
Rise up, shepherd, follow me to the manger lowly...
To the manger, straight they came, there they knelt before him,
Singing praises to his name, thus they did adore him,
Echoing their sweet amen, Christ is born in Bethlehem, Amen...
Trumpets sound and angels sing, join in celebration,
To us all good tidings bring of a new creation.
For today a Child is born, Jesus, son of Mary...
Noel we sing, Christ is born a King.

The Eighth Lesson

Matthew 2:1-11
Magi from the East come seeking the Messiah and offer gifts to the baby Jesus.

Mike Reynolds

I

n the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod secretly called for the wise
men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may
also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Carol

Go, Tell It on the Mountain
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.
Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.
When I was a seeker, I sought both night and day.
I asked the Lord to help me, and He showed me the way...
They found a lowly manger, where humble Christ was born,
And God sent our salvation that blessed Christmas morn...
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Stacey V. Gibbs (b. 1964)

The Ninth Lesson

John 1:1-14
The Word of God becomes flesh and lives among us, full of grace and truth.

Dr. Yorty

I

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a Father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Carol

Welcome All Wonders

Stephen Paulus (1949-2014)

Welcome all wonders in one sight! Eternity shut in a span!
Summer in winter, day in night! Heaven in earth and God in Man!
Great little one, whose all-embracing birth lifts earth to Heaven, stoops Heaven to earth!
Welcome tho’ nor to gold, nor silk, To more than Caesar’s birthright is:
Twin sister seas of Virgin’s milk, with many a rarely tempered kiss,
That breathes at once both maid and mother, warms in the one, cools in the other.
She sings Thy tears a-sleep and dips her kisses in Thy weeping eye:
She spreads the red leaves of Thy lips, that in their buds yet blushing lie.
She ‘gainst those mother diamonds tries the points of her young eagle’s eyes.
Welcome tho’ not to those gay flies, gilded in the beams of earthly kings,
Slippery souls in smiling eyes—but to poor shepherds, homespun things,
Whose wealth’s their flocks, whose wit’s to be well read in their simplicity.
Yet, when April’s husband showers shall bless the fruitful Maia’s bed,
We’ll bring the firstborn of her flowers, to kiss Thy feet, and crown Thy head.
To Thee, dread Lamb! Whose love must keep the shepherds while they feed their sheep.
To Thee, meek majesty, soft King of simple graces and sweet loves
Each of us his lamb will bring, each his pair of silver doves!
At last, in fire of Thy fair eyes, ourselves become our own best sacrifice!
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The Welcome and The Offering

Tonight, we hear the story of a woman giving birth far from home. We imagine her fear of sleeping in a stable
and the trauma of giving birth on the ground surrounded by animals. Like Mary and Joseph, many people
find themselves threatened by homelessness from circumstances beyond their control—job loss, death of a
loved one, medical expenses, or a disability.
This year, our Christmas Eve offering supports the Emergency Financial Assistance Program, which aims
to prevent eviction by providing emergency aid to those with temporarily financial hardship. Recipients
are able to stay in their homes and are offered other services to stabilize their finances. The program is
administrated by Catholic Charities and is open to all people in need.
To contribute by check, please make payable to Westminster Presbyterian Church,
with ‘Christmas Eve Offering’ in the memo.

The Offertory

This Christmastide
Donald Fraser (b. 1942)
Commonly known as ‘Jessye’s Carol,’ this piece was premiered by famed American opera
singer Jessye Norman, who died in October of this year.
Melissa Givens, Soprano
Green and silver, red and gold, and a story born of old...
Holly, ivy, mistletoe, and the gently falling snow...
From a simple oxes stall, came the greatest gift of all...
Children sing of peace and joy, at the birth of one small boy...
Let the bells ring loud and clear, ring out now for all to hear...
Trumpets sound and voices raise, in an endless stream of praise...
Truth and love and hope abide, this Christmastide.

Flow 2

The Presentation of the Gifts

The people stand as the Deacons come forward and remain standing for the Doxology.

The Doxology
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Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
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The Prayers of the People
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O Come
The Retiring Carol

O Come, All Ye Faithful
The people stand to sing and remain standing for the Benediction.
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James Biery (b. 1956)
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The light of the Christ Candle is distributed amongst the people.
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The Westminster Choir
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries
Bobbie Billings-Neal
Kyle Botsford
Jaclyn Brown
Don Colligan
Valerie Cooley
Christine Curtis
Rhys Curtis
Christopher Derisley
Avis Devine
Bill Devine
MaryAlice Devine
Stephen Edge

Heidi Fors-Kohler
Sarah Gordon
Jaime Goldfuss
David Hohn
Lucille Horn
Hillary Hunt
Robert Hunt
James Judd
Kathleen Keenan-Takagi
Douglas Kirkpatrick
Doug Kohler
Sarah Krzyzanowicz

David Lewis
Michael Mahoney
Cynthia Mayo
Walter S. Mayo
Paula Mazur
Brandon Mecklenburg
Collin McCrea
Scott Nachbar
Laura Noack
Brian Page
Donna Paxson
Charles Rice

Todd Ruth
Patrick Saiff
Jack Saviola
Stephen Schaefer
Hannah Taylor
Tom Thompson
Victoria Tomasulo
Nancy Van Baak
Kathy Vitagliano
Julie Zenger
Meredith Zimmer
Brian Zunner

Doug Kohler
Debbie LaMendola
Katie Izard
Cynthia Mayo

Donna Mueller
Bonnie Smith
Hannah Taylor

Harp
Rosanna Moore

Horn
Sheryl Hadeka

Oboe
Joshua Lauretig

Trombone
Robert King

Trumpet
Matt Miraglia*
Justin Kohan

Tuba
James Pace

The Westminster Handbell Choir
Walter S. Mayo, Director
Kyle Botsford
Dorothy Brown
Chris Curtis
Rhys Curtis

Bruce Dierenfield
Donna Estrich
Heidi Fors-Kohler
Colleen Hohman

The Western New York Chamber Orchestra
The Buffalo Brass
Ensembles in Residence

Matthew J. Marco, Conductor
Violin I
Andrea Cone
Gretchen Fisher
Emily Greetham
Violin II
Kiersten Fisher
Carl Lam*
Alissa Nanna
*Contractor

Viola
David Bojanowski
Leslie Bahler
Cello
Nancy Anderson
Lynne Ruda
Bass
Rob Webster

Percussion
Paul Haag

The QED Vocal Ensemble and Oratorio Soloists
Choir in Residence

Kyle Botsford
Lucille Horn
Hillary Hunt
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Robert Hunt
James Judd
Laura Noack

Collin McCrea
Patrick Saiff
Hannah Taylor

Victoria Tomasulo
Meredith Zimmer

Notes on Tonight’s Service
The Festival of Lessons and Carols is a service of Christian worship celebrating the birth of
Jesus. The story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is
told in Bible readings from Genesis, the prophetic books, and the Gospels, interspersed with
the singing of carols and choral anthems. The format was based on an order drawn up by
Edward White Benson, later Archbishop of Canterbury, but at that time Bishop of Truro, in
Cornwall, for use on Christmas Eve, 1880. Tradition says that he organized a 10 PM service in a
temporary wooden shed, and that a key purpose of the service was to keep men out of pubs
on Christmas Eve. The original liturgy has since been adapted and used by other churches
all over the world. In the United Kingdom, the service has become the standard format for
schools’ Christmas carol services, the best-known of which is broadcast from King’s College,
Cambridge.
The first Festival of Lessons and Carols at King’s was held on Christmas Eve in 1918. Based on
Benson’s outline for Truro 38 years earlier, it was adapted by Eric Milner-White, the Dean of
the College, whose experience as an army chaplain had led him to believe that more imaginative worship was needed by the Church of England.
The music at the first service at King’s was directed by Arthur Henry Mann, organist from
1876 to 1929. The choir had 16 trebles as specified in statutes laid down by Henry VI, and
until 1927 the men’s voices were provided by choral scholars and lay clerks; today, 14
undergraduates sing the men’s parts. The service was first broadcast by the British Broadcasting Corporation in 1928 and, except for 1930, has been broadcast every year since, even
throughout World War II. For security reasons, the name King’s was not mentioned during
wartime broadcasts. During the 1930’s the BBC began broadcasting the service on its overseas programs, expanding its reach to millions.
Westminster began hosting a Festival of Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve, 1936. Just
like their British counterparts, Westminster’s choirmasters have regularly offered new
choral works from contemporary composers, in addition to cherished carols.
Support for tonight’s musicians is generously provided by Chuck and Mary Rice,
in loving memory of his mother, Viola Proudfoot Rice.
The Christmas tree in the narthex is a gift from Joseph and Diana Speth.
Music reprinted with permission: OneLicense.net license #A-722967.

Worship at Westminster
Sundays, 8:15 AM in the Holmes Chapel and 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary
On December 29 and January 5, there will be only one Worship Service at 10:30 AM.
Westminster Presents
Wednesdays @ Westminster
January 15, 2020 • Noon
Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein, Poet • Anna Mundy, Flute
Music and poetry by artists who perished in the Holocaust frame our annual remembrance.
Bach’s Cello Suites
January 24 • 7:30 PM
David Rose, Viola
SUNY Fredonia professor, David Rose, performs Bach’s Cello Suites in a unique way.
For a complete list of events, visit www.wpcbuffalo.org or facebook.com/WestminsterBflo
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Westminster Presbyterian Church
The Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty, Pastor
tyorty@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 313

The Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling
Associate Pastor for Christian Education
katelynnd@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 311
The Rev. Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate
bhennessy@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.697.0919
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries
gmartin@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 318
Jamie Adamczyk, Administrative Assistant
jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org. ext. 326
Sawrie Becker, Director of Development
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 315
Matthew Marco
Assistant to the Pastor and to the Director of Music
mmarco@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 306
Lenore Neiler, Graphic Designer
lneiler@wpcbuffalo.org, ext 302
The Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling
Director of Youth Ministries
micahnd@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 310
Kathryn Wilde, Director of Finance
kwilde@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 305

Westminster Early Childhood Programs
Dr. Cindy Lynn-Garbe, Director
clynn-garbe@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 328

Todd Bothwell, Associate Director of Admissions
tbothwell@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 330
Jessica Mitrovits, Development Associate
jmitrovits@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 332
Lindsay McGuire, Human Resources
lmcguire@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 359
Heather Abbott, Administrative Assistant
habbott@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 300

Facilities

Aaron Vivian, Facilities Supervisor
avivian@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 319, 716.504.7308
Jeff Kaczmarek, Maintenance
ext. 319, 716.345.8013
Austin Becker, Maintenance
716.479.0668
Luigi Sylejmani, Maintenance
716.472.5477
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