
Week 49: Dec. 8 (Dec. 1 — Dec. 7) 
• We continue our walk with Daniel in the OT. Note how the text seems 

to have turned to the first person: “In my vision I saw myself…” 
• The vision of the ram (the kings of Media and Persia) and a goat (the 

kings of Greece), and then the angel Gabriel who appears to tell Daniel 
the meaning of the vision.  

• We do not know who Darius the Mede was – there is no historical record 
of him outside of the Bible; He was apparently the king after Belshazzar 
and before Cyrus. 

• The angel Gabriel appears to Daniel: “I have come to give you insight 
and understanding.” 

• Seems to suggest an “Anointed One” will come; lots of confusing 
numbers – what do they mean?  

• Daniel has yet another vision, this time of a man dressed in linen. The 
man suggests that the angel Michael came to help him. Prophesies 
extended warfare among the various nations – Persians, Medes, Greeks, 
others.  

• Is this a suggestion of resurrection: “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of 
the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and 
everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness 
of the heavens…” 

• These things will happen “for a time, times, and half a time” – what 
does this mean?  1290 days? 1335 days?  

• OT turns to the next prophet: Hosea, who prophesied during the time of 
king Uzziah (740-700?) 

• Hosea is commanded by God to marry a prostitute, and then have 
children: “Not loved”, “Not my People”,  

• Complaints we’ve heard before: “There is no faithfulness, no love… only 
cursing lying, murder, stealing, adultery” 

• In the NT, we continue through the first letter from John. 
• We find the term “antichrist” – NOT a reference to the devil, but rather 

a reference to anyone who “denies that Jesus is the Christ”. As the text 
makes clear, “many antichrists have come.” 

• “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, love for the Father is not in them… The world and its desires pass 
away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.” 

•  “See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are.” 

• “For this is the message you heard from the beginning. We should love 
one another. …  

• “If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need 
but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? … 
Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” 

• “Let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows Gods. Whoever does not love does not 
know God, because God is love… Since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. 

• “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.” 



• “There is no fear in love.” 
• “We love because God first loved us.” 
• “Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar.” 
• We move to the Second letter from John. Who is “the lady” referred to 

at the beginning of the letter?  
• “Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the 

flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and 
the antichrist.” 

• Who is “Gaius”, referred to in the Third letter?  
• Psalm 121: “I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does my help come 

from? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. … The 
Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and 
forevermore.” 

• Proverbs 28:27 – Those who give to the poor will lack nothing, but those 
who close their eyes to them receive many curses.” 

• Proverbs 29:7 – “The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the 
wicked have no such concern.” 


