
Week 48: Dec. 1 (Nov. 24—Nov. 30) 
• We finish up with the prophet Ezekiel, who is called to re-distribute the 

land, allocated among the 12 tribes.  
• “And the name of the city from that time on will be, ‘The Lord is 

There.’” 
• We next turn our attention to the book of Daniel. The book’s setting is 

during the time of the Babylonian Exile (mid 500s BCE), but the book 
was probably written around 180 BCE by an author whose identity we do 
not know.  

• We meet Daniel and his three friends: Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; 
they are given new names: Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego.  

• “To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all 
kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and 
dreams of all kinds.” 

• The king turns to Daniel to interpret his dreams. 
• Daniel tells the king of the 4 kingdoms: his own and the three that will 

follow; all will eventually succumb to the kingdom that will last forever.  
• The king then sets up an idol and requires all to worship it; the 3 friends 

are thrown into the fiery furnace for refusing to worship the idol.  
• But when the king looks into the furnace, “Look! I see four men walking 

around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a 
son of the gods.” 

• Then Daniel tells the king that for 7 years he will live with the wild 
animals, until he, the king, turns to the Lord God.  

• The scene at the banquet, when the hand writes on the wall: “you 
praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and 
stone …but you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life 
and all your ways.” 

• It’s the end of the Babylonian rule: “That very night Belshazzar, king of 
the Babylonians, was slain and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom.” 

• King Darius then issued a decree that anyone who worshiped any god 
other than himself would be thrown to the lions. Daniel ends up in the 
lions’s den.  

• But “my God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They 
have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight.” 

• “So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus 
the Persian.” 

• The story turns to focus on Daniel and his dreams: the lion, the bear, 
the leopard, and a terrifying beast with large iron teeth.  

• “As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his 
seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white 
like wool…. The court was seated and the books were opened.” 

• “I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with 
the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led 
into his presence. He was given authority, glory, and sovereign power; 
all nations and people of every language worshiped him. His dominion is 



an ever-lasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one 
that will never be destroyed.” 

• In the NT, we continue with the First Letter from Peter 
• What are we to do with this verse: “Slaves, in reverent fear of God 

submit yourself to your masters, not only to those who are good and 
considerate, but also to those who are harsh. For it is commendable if 
someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are 
conscious of God….If you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 
commendable before God.” 

• “Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, 
a tender heart, and a humble mind.  Do not repay evil for evil or abuse 
for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that 
you were called—that you might inherit a blessing.” 

• Paul and Peter both believed that Jesus’ return was imminent: “The 
end of all things is near; therefore, be serious and discipline yourselves 
for the sake of your prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one 
another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one 
another without complaining.” 

• “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 
with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so 
as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with 
the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and 
ever.” 

• What is time to God? “With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
Universalism? 

• “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 
• Next, we turn our attention to the 3 letters from John 
• “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” 

• Psalm 119:105 – “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”  
   

  



 
 
 
 


