
March 10, 2019
First sunday in Lent

8:15 aM in the hoLMes chapeL

10:30 aM in the sanctuary

the reverend dr. thoMas h. yorty
pastor





                                       Worship in the Sanctuary - 10:30 AM

Welcome to this Place of Christian Worship
 Do not wait for someone else to begin worship. Pray silently for yourself, for those about you, for the poor 
 and the oppressed, for those unable to be present, for those who will shortly lead our common worship. 
 Latecomers may enter the Sanctuary during the singing of the first hymn or during the Response to the 
 Assurance. Ushers are available for assistance. Please turn off all cell phones.

Opening Voluntary  
       
 Sicilienne from Suite, Op. 5              Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986)
  It is the tradition of this congregation to remain silent during the Opening Voluntary   as we collectively prepare for worship.

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                                              Dr. Yorty                          

Order of Worship 

Chiming of the Trinity

 The sounding of the chimes, invoking Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit, is an invitation to prepare for worship   
 through a time of silent reflection. Please be respectful of those who are praying. 
   

Introit                                                                                                                                       
 Teach Me, O Lord                                                                                                             Thomas Attwood‡(1765-1838)

 Teach me, O Lord, the way of Thy statutes, and I shall keep it unto the end..

Call to Worship                                     Debbie Izatt                                                                                                                                       
 The people stand and remain standing for the hymn that follows.

 We gather this day to worship the God of our salvation.
 We come with confidence to receive the good news. 
 In this time of worship we meet Jesus, whose message is abundant life. 
 We are ready to encounter Christ. 
 The Holy Spirit awakens our gifts to be of service to this world. 
 We breathe your holy breath, O Spirit of God. Let us worship the triune God. 

Hymn in Procession, No. 488
       The God of Abraham Praise                                                                                                                                    Leone

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession                              
:                                                                                            
 God of compassion, 
 In Jesus Christ you did not disdain the company of sinners 
 But welcomed them with love. Look upon us in mercy, we pray. 
 Our sins are more than we can bear; our pasts hold us back; 
 Our misdeeds seem beyond correcting. Forgive the wrongs we cannot undo; 
 Free us from the past we cannot change; 
 Heal what we can no longer fix. 
 Grace our lives with your love and turn the tears of our past 
 Into the joys of new life with you. With love, 
 O God, come to us in the silence 
 As we seek to open our hearts more fully to you. Amen 
  Time for silent prayer.
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Kyrie  
 The people sing.                                                                                                                  Thomas Pavlechko (b. 1961)
 

Assurance of Pardon
 
 Our God is full of mercy, slow to anger, 
 And abounding in steadfast love.

  Through Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Dare to believe in the gift of a new beginning, 
 And be at peace.

 I declare to you that through Jesus Christ, 
 We are made new and whole. Thanks be to God.  

 Response
 The people  stand to sing. 

Passing the Peace of Christ  
 The peace of Christ be with you.
 And also with you.
 Please share the peace of Christ with your neighbors.

Time with Children                          taLLis’ canon

 At this time, parents may decide to have their children 3 years and older leave with their 
 teachers. When the children leave, please make sure they take their belongings with them.



Prayer for Illumination                                                   Chris LaMendola 

Psalm 
 Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16                                                                                                                                  Plainchant Tone IV.4
 

1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 2He shall say to the Lord, 
“You are my refuge and my stronghold, my God in whom I put my trust.” 9Because you have made the Lord your 
refuge, and the Most High your habitation, 10There shall no evil happen to you, neither shall any plague come near 
your dwelling. 11For he shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 12They shall bear you in 
their hands, lest you dash your foot against a stone. 13You shall tread upon the lion and the adder; you shall trample 
the young lion and the serpent under your feet. 14Because he is bound to me in love, therefore will I deliver him; I will 
protect him, because he knows my Name. 15He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; I am with him in trouble; I will 
rescue him and bring him to honor. 16With long life will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation.

Gospel Acclamation
 The people stand.

Gospel Lesson 
 The people stand.

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

 Luke 4:1-13
1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty 
days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was fam-
ished. 3The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ 4Jesus 
answered him, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone.” ’5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an 
instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6And the devil said to him, ‘To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for 
it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.’ 8Jesus 
answered him, ‘It is written, Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’9Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, 
and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 
here, 10for it is written, “He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you”,  11and “On their hands they will 
bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ 12Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, “Do not put the 
Lord your God to the test.” ’ 13When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

 The Gospel of the Lord.
 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Sermon 
 Phileo Adelphos                                           Mark Aquino

Hymn
 In the Stillness of the Quiet                                                            charLestown                                                                                                                   

 The people stand to sing, Hymn can be found on page 6.

Invitation to the Offering
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Glo ry to you, O Word of God, Lord Je sus Christ!
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Glo ry to you, O Word of God, Lord Je sus Christ!





Offertory Anthem
   The Deacons receive the gifts, a portion of the blessings God has given us, which we return unto God.
 
 Like as the Hart                                                                                                                  Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

 Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks,
 So longeth my soul after thee, O God.
 My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God.
 When shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
 My tears have been my meat day and night, while they daily say unto me,
 “Where is now thy God?”

Presentation of the Gifts
 The people stand as the Deacons come forward and remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication. 

                                    oLd hundredth

Prayer of Dedication                                                                                     
 Lord, how can we remember 
 All your creation in this offering?
 You have given us time and the seasons. 
 You have given us families and friends.
 Accept our offering of love. 
 You give us the wonder and marvel
  Of summer, with the warmth and fun of faith. 
 You give us the color and change of autumn, 
 And cause us to see the need for change.
 You give us the chill and rain of winter, 
 With time for us to sit and think.
 You give us the new life and growth of springtime, 
 With the reminder of new life in Christ.
 Creator God, Lord of the Universe, 
 Accept our visible and invisible gifts.  
 Receive all that we have brought in love, 
 So all people may praise your name. Amen.

Prayers of the People                                                                                   Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer                                                          

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,               
 As we forgive those who trespass against us.
 And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil;
 For thine is the kingdom and the power 
 And the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending Hymn, No. 81
 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days                                                                                                      st. FLavian

 The people stand to sing.             
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Benediction and Choral Response
 
 Hide Me Under the Shadow of Thy Wings                                                                            John E. West (1863-1929)  
 Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings, O Lord, 
 And give Thine angels charge concerning me:
 That I may lie down in peace, and take my rest, 
 For it is Thou, Lord, only, that makest me to dwell in safety.

Closing Voluntary
 Toccata in A                                                                                                                            Carson Cooman (b. 1982) 

 Immediately following the service, please join us for Meet & Mingle, a time of fellowship in the Holmes Room.
 Thank you to our hosts today, Audrey and Rob Sanders.

Worship Leaders
 Mark Aquino, Guest Preacher
 The Reverend Dr. Thomas H. Yorty, Pastor
 Debbie Izatt and Chris LaMendola, Liturgists
 Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries 
  Jennifer Shin, Glynda Stephens Taylor Organ Scholar
 The Westminster Choir

Deacons Serving Today
 Wisdom Afealete, Ellen Bean, Drew Dees, Kate Dierenfeld, Janet Kifner-Arnatt
 Donald Kitungano, Jane Morris, Roberta Nickelsen, Ron Sutz  

Notes on Today’s Music
‡Thomas Attwood: The son of a musician, Attwood became a chorister in the Chapel Royal at age nine, and was a 
pupil of Nares and Ayrton. At age 16, he went to Italy to study, staying in Naples (1783), and later in Vienna, where 
he studied under Mozart. Returning to England in 1787, he began playing the organ at as assistant to Reinhold at St. 
George the Martyr, Queen Square, Holborn, London, and was one of the Chamber Musicians and Page to the Prince 
of Wales. He became music teacher to the Duchess of York in 1791, to the Princess of Wales in 1795, organist at St. 
Paul’s Cathedral in 1796 (succeeding Jones), and composer to the Chapel Royal in 1796 (succeeding Dr. Dupuis). He 
became organist at the King’s private chapel in Brighton, 1821, and organist at the Chapel Royal in 1836.
Attwood used to say with reference to the Dignitaries of St. Paul’s, and his appointment there: It is all very well that 
they agree to pay me for playing, for if they did not, I should be happy to pay them for letting me play.

Music reprinted with permission: OneLicense.net license #A-72296
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Giving 2019

The Ministry of Generosity would like to thank you for all that you do for Westminster and for your financial support. The 
entire Westminster community and those we serve truly appreciate your commitment to the Church.
The funds you entrust to Westminster will help us ground our faith and grow in service as we will continue to strengthen 
our worship experience, care for those in need, maintain our campus, provide opportunities for spiritual enrichment and 
serve the community through mission outreach.  
If you have not yet pledged to the 2019 giving campaign and would like to so, pledge cards are available in the Holmes 
Room or contact Sawrie Becker, Director of Development, 716-884-9437 Ext. 315; sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org.  You may also 
make a pledge and submit a pledge payment on our secure website at wpcbuffalo.org. Thank you for your devotion of 
time, talents, and treasure to Westminster.

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER
Sunday, March 10   
Daylight Savings 
8:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
8:15 AM  Worship/Communion
9:00 AM Case Library Series
9:00 AM Heavenly Grounds
9:00 AM Confirmation Class
9:15 AM  Spiritual Life 
9:15 AM  Year of the Bible 
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal 
9:30 AM Dialogue Diner 
10:30 AM Worship/Lent I 
10:40 AM Sunday School
11:30 M   Youth Committee 
  Meeting 
11:30 AM Racial Justice Meeting
11:30 AM Meet & Mingle 
11:45 AM Personnel Meeting
12:00 PM Dream Group 3
12:00 PM  Lancaster HS Concert 
1:30 PM  Virginia Paul Piano  
  Recital
Monday, March 11 
6:00 PM  APNC Interview 
7:00 PM  Pundit Club Meeting 
7:15 PM  Year of the Bible 

Tuesday, March 12  
7:15 AM  Wake Up Group 
9:00 AM Management Meeting 
3:45 PM  Capital Campaign  
  Cabinet Meeting 
4:30 PM  ENERGY Program
5:00 PM  Worship, Music & Arts 
6:00 PM  Zen Dharma 
6:00 PM 1st  Lenten Dinner &   
  Program 
7:00 PM  WECP Parent Board  
  Meeting 
Wednesday, March 13  
9:30 AM Worship Planning
12:00 PM Bulletin Deadline 
12:00 PM Enews Info. Deadline
1:30 PM  Staff Meeting 
4:30 PM  ENERGY Program
5:30 PM  Pathways To Peace
8:00 PM  AA Meeting 
Thursday, March 14  
7:15 AM  Wake Up Group 
4:30 PM  ENERGY Program
6:00 PM  Handbells 
7:30 PM  Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, March 15  
5:30 PM  Centering Prayer 
6:00 PM  Yale Gospel Choir
Saturday, March 16  
7:30 AM  Tim Donahue Concert 
9:30 AM TOY Theater 
Sunday, March 17  
8:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
8:15 AM  Worship/Communion
9:00 AM Case Library   
  Conversations Series
9:00 AM Heavenly Grounds
9:00 AM Confirmation Class
9:15 AM  Spiritual Life 
9:15 AM  Year of the Bible 
9:30 AM Dialogue Diner 
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal 
10:30 AM Worship/Lent II 
10:40 AM Sunday School 
11:30 AM Meet & Mingle 
12:00 PM St. Patrick’s Day   
  Parade 
12:30 PM  David Rose Recording

March 17-Second Sunday in Lent - The Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty
“Listening in Lent: Jerusalem”  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Luke 13:31-35

March 24-Third Sunday in Lent - The Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty 
“Listening in Lent: The Fig Tree” Isaiah 55:1-9, Luke 13:1-9

March 31-Fouth Sunday in Lent - The Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty
“Listening in Lent: The Outcasts” Joshua 5:9-12, Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

April 7-Fifth Sunday in Lent - The Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty
“Listening in Lent: Mary and Martha” Isaiah 43:16-21, John 12:1-8

WORSHIP AND PREACHING SCHEDULE

8:15 AM: Worship in the Holmes Chapel with the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 10:30 AM: Worship in the Sanctuary

In a recent Year of the Bible class, Rev. Dr. Skip Ferguson made the point that prayer is or is intended to be mostly listen-
ing – our listening to God, yet we make of prayer much of the time a listing of our wants, needs, and timetable. The sermon 
series this Lent will explore the spiritual practice of listening as Jesus interacts with the people and world around him, and 
makes his way to the cross.
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WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our pro-
gramming or mission, please fill out a Welcome Card (found in 
the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member.  
• As a More Light church, we invite all persons of the LGBTQIA+ 
community to membership and  full participation in all minis-
tries of Westminster. 
• We light our Peace Candle to pray for peace—both in our own 
neighborhoods and across the world.
  • Bibles and children’s worship guides are available at the 
Sanctuary entrances.
• For the hearing impaired, wireless receivers are available in 
the Church Conference Room.
 • Childcare for children 5 years old and younger is available 
from 9:30 AM to 11:30AM in the school building (across the gar-
den).
• If you need assistance at any time, please ask a Deacon.
• Please pick up your generosity envelopes, which are available 
on the table in the Holmes Room.

CHURCH LIFE

INQUIRER CLASS
Sunday, March 31 at 11:30 AM after Worship.
Friends and visitors interested in learning more about Westmin-
ster and the ministries we support are invited to attend a meet-
ing immediately following worship. Dr. Yorty will share details 
of Westminster’s history, discuss current outreach and mission 
programs in the city and region, and answer any questions. At 
the conclusion of the meeting, those who so desire will be re-
ceived into the membership of the church. For more informa-
tion, please contact Sawrie Becker, 884-9437, ext. 315 
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

Westminster’s Alcohol and Drug Education and Referral ser-
vice provides support to assist members and friends with is-
sues and questions related to abuse of alcohol or other drugs.  
If you or someone you love needs help, call for free and confi-
dential advice. Phil Stevens, Chair, 839-3357; Dave Carstensen, 
884-5403; Jane Morris, 571-481-1839; Ellen Smith, 882-2064; 
Elizabeth Stewart, 585-217-7878; Jim Wieland, 523-0217.

If you are recovering from an illness/surgery, a caregiver with 
an ill family member, or have had a new baby, Westminster can 
provide a simple meal for those in need. Please contact Jamie 
Adamczyk at jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org or 884-9437, ext. 
326.

WEDI AND MISSION

WEST SIDE BAZAAR
Check out The West Side Bazaar, 25 Grant Street, for 
lunch  and  shopping. Sunday  and  Monday: Closed. Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday: 11 AM - 7 PM. Friday: 11 AM - 8 PM. Sat-
urday: 10 AM - 8 PM.

ENERGY
ENERGY is accepting warm winter socks in youth sizes, books 
about/featuring animals, and books written by Sarah L. Thom-
son. ENERGY Store donations are always appreciated! Get 
involved with ENERGY! Sign up to tutor students, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday afternoons, 4:30-6:30 PM. Contact 
Alyssa Wojciechowski, Program Coordinator at 507-8216 or 
awojciechowski@wedibuffalo.org Thank you!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Year of the Bible, New Adult Education Course The Rev. Dr. 
Skip Ferguson, assisted by Dr. Yorty and Debbie Katz, is leading 
a year-long Year of the Bible class, providing participants the 
opportunity to read through the entire Bible, cover to cover, 

over the course of the year. Two classes are offered each week: 
Sunday mornings, 9:15-10:15 AM, and Monday evenings, 7:15-
8:15 PM; both classes meet in the Parish Hall. It’s not too late to 
get started, so come join the group of more than 50 who have 
already begun! 15 minutes of reading each day is all it takes. By 
the end of the year, you will have read through the entire Bible! 
More important, you will grow spiritually in countless ways as 
you deepen your understanding of God’s Written Word.

CASE LIBRARY 
Sundays, 9 AM – 10:15 AM
Every Sunday, Case Library Conversations provides an oppor-
tunity to discuss local, national and global issues. With these 
conversations, we can examine our life-long adventure in faith.

March 10 
Planning for Life’s Unexpected Changes: How to Keep Your 
Family Finances and Your Independence Standing Strong
Presenter:  Dana Dee, an Independent Long Term Care Insur-
ance agent who specializes in Long-Term Care Solutions.
Join us for this timely and important conversation about 
Long-term care. You will learn:
· What long-term care is and isn’t and the various funding      
  options and costs for this care
· The difference between traditional long-term care 
  policies and hybrid policies
· Information about self-funding versus long-term care 
  coverage
· About an important Medicare requirement change. 

Ecology Series: A Look at Our Water
March 17, 24, and 31

March 17
Water, Water Everywhere: How Drinking Water is Made
Presenter: Dr. Jim Jensen, Professor, Environmental Engineer-
ing, University of Buffalo
We fill our water glasses every day without pause. But how do 
engineers make water safe to drink?  This interactive talk will 
get you thinking about water treatment and how to partici-
pate as a consumer of water.

SPIRITUAL LIFE
Sundays, 9 AM – 10:15 AM in the Heritage Room
Spiritual Life creates opportunities for Westminster members 
and friends to explore and reflect together upon the interior 
life of faith. 

March 10
A Medical Anthropologist Looks at Hospice 
Presenter: Elizabeth Stanton
Elizabeth Stanton, who earned a PhD in medical anthropology 
at SUNY Buffalo, discusses the impact of the Hospice move-
ment on how our culture manages and talks about death and 
dying. The conversation will touch on the following questions:
• Why did the Hospice concept take hold when it did? 
• What kind of resistance did Hospice face? 
• What social/cultural processes keep the subject of death     
   and dying suppressed?
• How can we reclaim control over and make meaning of 
   this final rite of passage?

March 17
Meditation 
Presenter: Kathleen Kelly
“Mindful Meditation” has been around for thousands of years. 
It can last for a moment, or a set amount of time, or even for 
months. Join us as Westminster Elder Kathleen Kelly will share 
her experience, and then lead us through a couple of different 
ways of trying it out or expanding our own practice. 

NEWS AND NOTES



9

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH EDUCATION

• Preschool class meets in the WECP building. After Time with 
the Children, children 3-5 years old leave with their teachers, 
Debby and Chris LaMendola, and Janet Kifner-Arnatt and walk 
to the building together. In cold weather, the children need 
their coats. After worship, the children and their teachers gath-
er in the Holmes Room.
•1st-2nd grade class meet each Sunday with their teachers in 
the first classroom before the Parish Hall balcony.
•3rd, 4th, and 5th grades meet with their teachers in the first 
classroom on the Parish Hall balcony.
•6th-7th grade class meet each Sunday in the last classroom on 
the Parish Hall balcony.
• Confirmation class is made up of 8th graders. They meet with 
their mentor until January, after which they meet each Sunday 
from 9:15 AM to 10:15 AM in the classroom on the Parish Hall 
balcony.
• Senior Highs, 9th-12th grades, meet each Sunday at 9:30 AM 
in the Parish Hall kitchen for Dialogue Diner.

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

IMPORTANT CHANGE TO THE MEN’S RETREAT
Due to a number of conflicts, we have opted to NOT have the 
Men’s Retreat as an  overnight event at the Byrncliff Resort.
We ARE going to gather in the Case Library at Westminster on 
Saturday, March 23 at 9:00 AM for more discussion, reflection, 
meditation, and some laughter. Tom Yorty has good suggestions 
about poets who invite reflection, meditation, importance of 
place, and getting out of one’s head. Based on the enthusiasm at 
the end of the last one-day retreat, we anticipate having another 
half day retreat at the church in late October or early November. 
If you have registered and paid, your check(s) will be returned ei-
ther at the session on the 23rd or by mail. As before, we will order 
a lunch that will be shared in expense. Any requests, please notify 
Allan Hayes, Allan Hayes, allanhaye@gmail.com  If you would like 
to be part of the planning, please let me know.  Hopefully, we are 
starting a tradition that will be good for all of us and the church.

KNITTING GROUP
Our group meets on various Tuesdays, 7PM to 9PM throughout 
the year and works on their individual projects, as well as prayer 
shawls, scarves and other handmade items for members of the 
church.  Contact Fran Holmes at mfranholmes@verizon.net for 
more information and dates, Beginners are always welcome!

WOW BOOK DISCUSSION
WOW will be discussing this book on the following dates. Join 
us at 7 PM on these Monday nights in the Case Library. May 6: 
The Alice Network by Kate Quinn

PASSAGES Join us on Tuesday, April 2 when we’ll view the 
documentary on Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
Lunch begins at 12:30 PM in the Oak Room, and our program 
begins at 1:30 PM in the Case Library.  Sign up at the Informa-
tion table in the Gallery Room, or call Jamie, 884-9437. 

MEET AND MINGLE
Sundays, following 10:30 AM Worship
Enjoy snacks and fellowship in the Holmes Room with friends 
old and new! Can you help? Meet & Mingle needs volunteers: 
1 – 2 hours a month. Reach out to members to schedule hosts/
shoppers/donors for the Meet & Mingle weekly fellowship hour. 

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES EACH SUNDAY
Can’t make it to Worship on Sunday or to a special event/
concert?  If you’re  traveling or if weather is preventing you 
from attending, you can still connect to Westminster. Simply 
visit our website: www.wpcbuffalo.org and click on the link to 
LiveStream on our homepage. It’s that easy! You will also  be 
able to click a link to the Sunday bulletin so you can follow 
along with the service.

FOYER DINNER GROUPS
Plant-based food lovers unite! 
Are you a vegan or vegetarian who would like to share an oc-
casional supper with like-minded Westminster friends? A Foyer 
supper group is forming just for you! Get in touch with Mindy 
Airhart for more information. Mindy.airhart@gmail.com 

HEAVENLY GROUNDS CAFE
Sundays, 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM
Stop by the Oak Room for a cup of coffee or tea as you make 
your way to Adult Education programs between the worship 
services, or sit and enjoy with friends after worship.

AROUND OUR COMMUNITY

THEATRE OF YOUTH: TOY WORKSHOPS AT 
WESTMINSTER
Theatre of Youth Company, Inc. (TOY) stimulates the imagina-
tion, nurtures the creative spirit and enhances the education 
of young people by engaging them in relevant, child-centered, 
and professionally-produced live theatre programs. TOY be-
lieves meaningful childhood experiences in the theatre develop 
confidence in creative thinking skills, cultivate empathy and es-
tablish a life-long connection to the arts.

“Child’s Play” For students in Grades K-2 
3 consecutive Saturdays: March 16, and 23, 10 AM - 12 PM
Three weekends of fun filled introductory theatre exercises for 
the curious or returning actor! Sabrina will lead the children 
in physical and vocal warm ups and engage participants in in-
teractive theatre games. These activities introduce theatre vo-
cabulary and an understanding of theatre basics, all to nurture 
your child’s creative confidence! This ensemble based class is 
designed to get your child listening and responding with confi-
dent choices, accepting others ideas and exploring “play” with 
freedom and support. For tickets, and for information on ad-
ditional workshops, visit www.theaterofyouth.org

DID YOU KNOW...

It was 116 years ago in 1903, that the church slate roof 
was replaced! Our roof and adjoining surfaces are in 
need of immediate repairs, and sadly, in some instances, 
replacement. After careful and thorough investigation, 
under the watchful eye of the Building and Grounds 
Committee,  and its Chair, Tom Warszawski, Session has 
approved roof repairs, and as needed, replacements as a 
top priority. 
Also needing immediate attention is our historic church 
spire which houses our bell. Inspection has found that 
slate on the spire requires re-pointing and other atten-
tion. One of the four spires has tumbled to the ground 
and the others are severely weakened by age and weath-
er. All four will be repaired and restored.  
One only need look up at the sanctuary ceiling to see 
how rain and snow have penetrated the worn areas of 
the slate roof resulting in some portions of the plaster 
ceiling now requiring interior restoration work. Nothing 
can be restored on the interior until we have secured our 
roof.
For this reason, these two exterior projects, both requir-
ing extensive professional scaffolding, have been moved 
to the top of the immediate repairs list and authorized 
by Session as the first priority of Preserve the Pinnacle 
Capital Campaign to be launched later this year.
Stop by the Holmes Room during Meet & Mingle today to 
hear more about our restoration efforts.
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1 8 t h  A n n u a l  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  I s l a m  S e r i e s

Two Faiths: A Common Destination?
March 12: Concept of God in Islam and Christianity
Rev. Dr. Skip Ferguson & Sawsan Tabbaa, DDS 
 -Centrality of God in each faith tradition
 -Status of Jesus in Christianity & Islam
 -Concept of Trinity
 -99 Attributes of God in Islam
 -Why & Who do we pray to

March 19: Holy Scriptures in Abrahamic Faiths
Rev. Dr. Jonathan Lawrence & Imam Khalilullah Qadri 
 -Explain the origin of scriptures in chronologic order
 -Old Testament to the New Testament to the Last Testament
 -Source and compilation timeline of scriptures
 -Primary message(s) and interpretation(s) of scriptures
 -Status of Scriptures today

March 26: Primary Role Model(s) for Christians & Muslims
Rev. Daniel Schifeling & Husam Ghanim, PhD
 -Prophethood in Christianity & Islam
 -Centrality of Jesus and Muhammad (PBUH) in respective faith traditions
 -Primary role(s) models in your faith traditions
 -Role and status of spiritual mentorship
 -Any Pledge of Allegiance requirement from your faith tradition

April 2: How we live our lives as Christians & Muslims
Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty & Kathy Jamil, MS
 -What is essential for daily living in your faith (Spiritually)
 -Guiding principles and rules for our daily life
 -Application of the lessons from the lives of our role model(s) today
 -Teachings from our families, homes and religious institutions
 -Role and status of Shariah in Muslim daily life

All sessions will be held at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
724 Delaware Avenue, and are open to the public.

Each evening will begin in Parish Hall at 6:00 PM with a halal dinner, 
followed by presentations and discussion from 6:30 to 8:00 PM.

Dinner reservations ($7) are required; please contact Jamie at 
jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org or 716-884-9437. No reservation is required if not attending dinner.

Co-sponsored by
First Presbyterian Church of Buffalo  •  First Shiloh Baptist Church  •  Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

Islamic Society of the Niagara Frontier  •  Orchard Park Presbyterian Church
Newman Center, University at Buffalo  •  North Presbyterian Church

St. Joseph University Church  •  St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral  •  Trinity Episcopal Church
Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo  •  University Presbyterian Church



11

WESTMINSTERP resents

Tim Donahue brings his harp guitar to West-
minster for a solo concert featuring pieces 
written especially for this night. He will be 
performing ethereal, melodic pieces on an 
instrument he invented, an electric harp 
guitar, which has an otherworldly quality 
to its sound. The concert is free; donations 
are gratefully accepted for the Westminster 
Friends of Music.

T R I N I T Y  M A S S
March 29, 2019 |  7:30 PM

WNY Chamber Orchestra: Mozart’s Trinity Mass 

WNYCO and the Westminster Choirs join forces to perform 
this Mozart masterpiece.

The Yale Gospel Choir
Friday, March 15, 7PM 
The Yale Gospel Choir’s purpose is 
to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
through the ministry of song. The 
Choir is  run entirely by Yale College 
undergrads.

Tim Donahue in Concert
March 16, 7:30 PM
Tim Donahue brings his harp guitar 
music to Westminster for a solo con-
cert featuring ethereal, melodic pieces.
 
Wednesdays @Westminster  
March 20, 12 PM
Bill and Beth Hennessy will be 
joined by banjoist, Peter Zalocham. 
In celebration of St. Patrick’s Day,
join us for this lively program 
featuring Celtic music and art.

Compline
March 24, 4 PM
The Westminster Schola leads this 
candlelit service of renaissance music 
and sung scripture.

Palm Sunday Evensong 
April 14, 4 PM
The Westminster Choirs present 
Britten’s Rejoice in the Lamb to begin 
Holy Week.

Wednesdays @ Westminster
April 17, 12 PM
Local singers perform Saturday, 29 
AD, a meditation on the Crucifixion 
from Pilate’s point of view.

Maundy Thursday
April 18,  6 PM
The Westminster Schola leads this 
service marking  the night of the Last 
Supper.

Improvisations on the 
Stations of the Cross 
April 19, 12 PM
Garrett Martin improvises on each 
station, alternating with readings by 
Paul Claudel.

Tenebrae, Service of Shadows 
April 19, 8:02 PM
The Westminster Choirs lead this 
service at sundown on the day of 
Christ’s Crucifixion.

Festival Service of the 
Resurrection 
April 21, 10:30 AM
The Westminster Choirs and Brass 
Octet celebrate the Resurrection 
on Easter morning.

4th Annual Friends of Music Gala 
at the Saturn Club 
May 3, 7:30 PM
Join us for music, food, friends, and
fun, all while supporting Westmin-
ster’s vibrant music ministry.

Westminster Handbell Choir
May 5, 4 PM
Under the direction of Steve Mayo, 
the group  will present favorites 
from the handbell canon. The 
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus will join 
the Handbell Choir.

Wednesdays @ Westminster
May 15, 2019, 12 PM
Westminster member, Reid Hefner 
reads a selection of original short 
stories to celebrate the arrival of 
spring. 

Westminster Choir Concert
May 17, 7:30 PM
The choir will present contemporary, 
classical, and popular choral 
anthems.

Harmonia sings 
“A British Choral Tapestry”
May 19, 4 PM
The Harmonia Chamber Choir 
perform favorite and lesser-known 
anthems inspired by the Anglican 
tradition.

For a complete listing of events, visit
wpcbuffalo.org/westminster-presents

Tim Donahue
March 16, 7:30 PM
in the Sanctuary

Tim Donahue
March 16, 7:30 PM
in the Sanctuary
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Worship in the Holmes Chapel - 8:15 AM
The Gathering is an opportunity for worshippers to greet one another and to share prayer concerns. 

An offering plate has been placed on the Communion Table to receive your gifts.

Chiming of the Trinity
  The sounding of the chimes, invoking Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit, is an invitation to prepare for worship    
  through a time of silent reflection. Please be respectful of those who are praying.     

Opening Voluntary
  Sicilienne from Suite, Op. 5               Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986)

 It is the tradition of this congregation to remain silent during the Opening Voluntary
 as we collectively prepare for worship.

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                                    Dr. Yorty

Call to Worship                                     Debbie Izatt                                                                                                                                       
 The people stand and remain standing for the hymn that follows.

 We gather this day to worship the God of our salvation. 
 We come with confidence to receive the good news. 
 In this time of worship we meet Jesus, whose message is abundant life. 
 We are ready to encounter Christ. 
 The Holy Spirit awaken our gifts to be of service to this world. 
 We breathe your holy breath, O Spirit of God. Let us worship the triune God. 
 

Hymn, No. 488
       The God of Abraham Praise                                                                                                                                    Leone

Prayer Of Confession                                                                                                                                                                                  
 God of compassion, 
 In Jesus Christ you did not disdain the company of sinners 
 But welcomed them with love. Look upon us in mercy, we pray. 
 Our sins are more than we can bear; our pasts hold us back; 
 Our misdeeds seem beyond correcting. Forgive the wrongs we cannot undo; 
 Free us from the past we cannot change; heal what we can no longer fix. 
 Grace our lives with your love and turn the tears of our past 
 Into the joys of new life with you. With love, O God, and come to us in the silence 
 As we seek to open our hearts more fully to you. Amen
 
  Time for silent prayer.

Kyrie 
 The people sing.                                                                                                                       Thomas Pavlechko (b. 1961)

  

 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                           
 
 Our God is full of mercy, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
  Through Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Dare to believe in the gift of a new beginning, and be at peace.
 I declare to you that through Jesus Christ, we are made new and whole. Thanks be to God.
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Response                                                                                                                    
 The people stand to sing.

         

Passing of the Peace 
 The peace of Christ be with you.
 And also with you.
 Please share the peace of Christ with your neighbors.

Prayer for Illumination                                                            Chris LaMendola

Gospel Lesson
 Luke 4:1-13
 Text can be found on page 4.

Meditation                  Mark Aquino

 Phileo Adelphos

                                                                                                                                
Prayers of the People                                                                                    Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
              We will distribute the elements of communion today by intinction – simply take the bread and dip it in the cup. 

It is appropriate to say “Amen” or “Thanks be to God” when receiving the bread and the cup as they are gifts of 
God  for the people of God. All of the bread distributed is gluten free. Please take the center aisle to the commu-
nion station, receive the elements, and return to your seat by a side aisle. If you are unable to receive the elements 
by coming forward to the elders,  please raise your hand for the roving elder to come to your pew to serve the bread 
and wine.

Sending Hymn, No. 81
 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days                                                                                                     st. FLavian
     The people stand to sing. 
                          

 Benediction

Closing Voluntary
 To come from Jennifer                                                                                                                                   

Worship Leaders
 Mark Aquino, Guest Preacher
 The Reverend Dr. Thomas H. Yorty, Pastor
 Jennifer Shin, Glynda Stephens Taylor Organ Scholar 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church  
The Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Yorty, Pastor
tyorty@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 313

The Rev. Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate
bhennessy@wpcbuffalo.org, 716-697-0919

Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries
gmartin@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 318

Sawrie Becker, Director of Development
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 315

Debbie Katz, Director of Christian Education
dkatz@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 329

Patricia Pearce, Director of Finance
tpearce@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 305

Lenore Neiler, Graphic Designer
lneiler@wpcbuffalo.org, ext 302

Mark Aquino, Youth Coordinator
maquino@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 311

Matthew Marco, 
Assistant to the Pastor and to the Director of Music
mmarco@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 306

Jamie Adamczyk, Administrative Assistant
jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org. ext. 326

Jennifer Shin, Glynda Stephens Taylor Organ Scholar
jshin@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 357

Westminster Early Childhood Programs
Dr. Cindy Lynn-Garbe, Director
clynn-garbe@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 328

Todd Bothwell, Associate Director of Admissions
tbothwell@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 330

Jessica Mitrovits, Development Associate
jmitrovits@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 332 

Heather Abbott, Administrative Assistant
habbott@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 300 

Facilities 
Aaron Vivian, Facilities Supervisor
avivian@wpcbuffalo.org, ext. 319, 716-504-7308

Jeff Kaczmarek, Maintenance
ext. 319, 716-345-8013

Austin Becker, Maintenance
716-479-0668


