
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Host An Amicus 
Student 

Connecting Cultures. Building Leaders.  

Changing Lives. 

 

“I think deep down we thought we were 
going to impact this kid's life. I believe we 

did, but even more so I find myself 
reflecting back on how Tim impacted us. In 

fact, I believe he impacted a school, a 
church, a community and essentially an 

entire ministry.”  
-Mike Keller, Area Director in Ely, MN 

 

Who Makes a Good Host? 
● Hosts are flexible and love teenagers. 
● Hosts enjoy extending hospitality to others. 
● Hosts can be single, have young kids, or older kids, or can 

be empty nesters. 
● Hosts are at least 25 years of age. 
● Hosts have sufficient space to provide the student with 

their own bed and a place to study. 
● Hosts can commit to being a host for an academic year. 
● Hosts speak English as the primary language in their home. 
● Hosts have time to invest in the life of a student. 
● Hosts are able to provide room, board and transportation 

for the student (or two.) 
● Hosts encourage the exchange of ideas and provide the 

student with exposure to the culture and social 
environment of the home and neighborhood 

 
 

  

FAQ 
 What are the primary responsibilities of a host? To provide the student with a safe, supportive and loving home with 
their own bed either in a room shared by a family member of the same sex or a room of their own, a place to study, 
regular meals, basic transportation and to be included in family activities/events. 
  
How long will the student live in my home? The exchange year is about ten months. Students arrive approximately one 
week before school begins and depart the host home mid-June for Young Life camp near D.C and leave for home from 
there. 
 
Does the student have insurance? Yes, sickness and accidental insurance is provided by Amicus for the student while 
they are a program participant. Pre-existing conditions are not covered and some exclusions apply.  
  
What are the qualifications for Amicus students? Amicus students range in age from 15 to 18.5 years. Only students 
who show academic interest, adaptability, curiosity and English language proficiency are accepted. Each student must 
also complete an interview by an in-country Amicus Representative. 
  
What if I have questions or issues during the year? Your Amicus mentor and Division Coordinator are available to 
answer your questions and help with any issues. Both the host and the student will experience some adjustments during 
the year; this is normal. 
 
Are hosts paid? According the Department of State regulations, hosts cannot receive financial gain from participation in 
an exchange program. However, hosts are allowed a charitable tax deduction. 
 
 
 



 

Questions to Discuss as a Potential Host 

The key to a successful exchange experience is the family relationship. Your exchange student will look to you, the host, 
for guidance and understanding. It is important that all members of the family discuss these considerations before 
making the decision to host an Amicus student. 

• Do you and your family have a genuine interest in learning about another person, their country and culture? 
• Are you flexible and adaptable? 
• Are you comfortable opening up your home and life to another person? 
• Is there space in your home for a student to study and sleep?  They do not need their own bedroom necessarily; 

their own bed and a desk are what is required. 
• Do you have the ability to provide transportation for the student?  Students cannot obtain a driver’s permit or 

license or take any driving lessons. 
• Do you have the capacity to add the financial expense of adding another person to the household?   
• Do you have the needed patience for teenagers and their various challenges? 
• Do you have the time and energy needed to care well for this student? 
• Do you have a willingness to learn and help the student while he/she learns and adapts? 
• Are you ok inviting a student into your family who may have a have a different style of worship or understanding 

of faith or perhaps none at all? 

 

One Host Family’s Experience with an Amicus Student 

“Tomorrow my family says goodbye to our German son, Joachim. For the last 10 months, Joachim, “Joe”  from Germany  
has lived with us as an exchange student and it has transformed our family.  I worried about having another person in 
our family for a whole year—our family works so well, it seemed risky to open it up to another personality (small group 
theory—whenever a new member adds to a group, it creates a whole new group). What if he didn’t fit in? What if he 
had a terrible attitude, or some bizarre personal habit? What if he brought conflict into our happy little family? 

Our son Andrew was off to college last fall, and Joe came in and literally moved into Andrew’s room. Right from the 
start, we knew that life with Joe would be different, and good. Joe brought a sense of adventure, a spirit that was willing 
and indeed eager to try new things, and most of all, Joe brought an openness to faith and the church that was a perfect 
fit for us. He has gone from stranger to son and brother to us. He has been a gift to us in so many ways - we are grateful 
for the opportunity to have been his American family. 

God always works through people—as soon as we open ourselves to new people, new relationship, we open the door 
for God to bring us new learning, new perspectives and new growth. It would have been easy to pass on this 
opportunity, but in opening our home, we opened ourselves to God working new things in our lives. 

The whole year is a lesson in how blessings flow both directions. We reached out to give a young man a great learning 
experience, and in turn all of our lives have been blessed. The magic of serving our neighbor in love is that it is always a 
story of abundance—serving in love always creates more; it never bankrupts our love, our energy, our time. Loving your 
neighbor is the best way to honor God, have a great life, and to have love returned. No wonder Jesus always boiled it 
down to love. “Dan Poffenberger,  Amicus Alumni Host Parent Stillwater,  MN 


